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THE REV. TED DUVALL, TDUVALL@CHRISTCH.ORG
DEAR PARISH FAMILY,
Greetings in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Earlier this year we heard the
Gospel of Mark’s record of the first
words of Jesus’ public ministry,
which also serve as a summary of
His whole message: “The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is
at hand; repent and believe in the
Gospel.” (Mark 1:15)

If we are to take Christ’s command
seriously, it is important first to
recognize a universal and insidious
tendency on our part: we usually
think of change in terms of others.
Until we stop and think about it,
we are pretty much on automatic
pilot when it comes to locating the
need for change: it needs to
happen over there, in that guy, in
them; whether it is the barking of
the neighbor’sdog, or the conduct

The first two statements are
Christ’s own assertions of what He
knows to be true, quite apart from
and prior to anything we may
respond with: the time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at hand.
The second two statements are
Christ’s commands for how we are
to respond to these divinely
asserted truths: repent, and
believe in the Gospel.

of the otherpolitical party, or one’s
spouse, child, classmate, friend…
we are pretty clear that “if I were
in charge, a lot of things would be
different,” which is to say that the
problem is that I don’t have the
power to change others, who are
the problem. Jesus addresses this
definitively in Luke 13:1-5,
directing his hearers away from
their interest in the conduct of
others’ lives and the state of their
souls and twice saying instead,

In a January sermon, I spoke about
all four statements; here, I want to
say more about the first of Christ’s
commands regarding our response
to His Gospel…

“unless yourepent you will all
likewise perish.” So Christ does
not make repent the first word of
the Gospel for them, but for me,
and for you.

We see here that Christ makes
repent the first word of the Gospel
for us. The English word repent
comes from two Greek roots which
together literally mean “a changed
perception.” Our former diocesan
bishop, Fitz Allison, has aptly
taught that a right understanding
of this definition must entail an
expanded view of the change which
is meant: it is not merely ‘a mind
thing’ (we might think this
because of the word ‘perception’),
but is really about change at our
deepest levels, in our core,
throughout our being, that is, a
changed heart. Christ has in view
changed thinking, changed
feeling, changed speaking, and
changed acting: a new life in God.
That is the first word of the Gospel
for us.

Thus, we come to realize that our
first and most important response
to Christ is to change, ourselves.
Sit with that sentence for a while.
A few years ago I realized that I had
personally taken on the outcome of
the Ministry of Annual Giving
campaign in a way that was first
emotionally unhealthy (anxiety is
spiritually and emotionally
debilitating) and second, frankly,
idolatrous (if the life of the Church
depends on me, not God, that’s
self-idolatry). And so while it may
have been true that other things or
people might needed to have
changed regarding that ministry, it
was certainly true that I needed to
changed, and so I very
intentionally decided to lay it down
at God’s feet. I went from a whole

heap of saying and doing and
emotional fretting to one simple,
relaxed prayer: God, please provide
for the whole life and ministry of
Christ Church through the gifts of
all its people. Amen. I am
convinced it was a true Gospel
change because it was me changing
me from something spiritually
unhealthy and idolatrous to letting
God be God.
I don’t have to wonder, because I
know: there are spiritually
unhealthy – perhaps also
idolatrous – things in your life,
too. The first word of God in Christ
to you is “change those things.”
Like me, you want it to be “change
my brother, my spouse, my
neighbor, my co-worker, TEC, the
world, etc.” But it is not. No, but
unless you repent you shall surely
perish.
More recently, I was experiencing
the desire for change in some
aspects of my life, but frustrated
because I wasn’t seeing that
change. So I looked within and
said, what can I change? I decided
on not just something that I could
change, but something within me
that I could change. Maybe, I
thought, this act brings me
somehow closer to the Gospel and
the Kingdom of which Jesus is
speaking when He commands that I
repent. I hope so.
The Christ has asserted: the time is
fulfilled and the kingdom of God is
at hand. Because of this His first
word to me and to you is “repent.”
If I can support you in any way in
changing what is not spiritually
healthy, not Christian, not
Kingdom-oriented in your life; if I
can support you in any way in
changing toward the life of the
Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control – then
please let me know, as it would be
my privilege.

PASS THE PURSE
AND BE A BLESSING OF GOD

SOPHIA ZIMMERMANN
My parents didn’t give me sisters, so God gave them to me at Christ Church. I grew up with five (5!) brothers and while there
were more than a few of us, we never wanted for anything. There was always a roof over our heads, clean clothes to wear, a
warm bed to sleep in and indoor plumbing to be sure we were clean.
What if you didn’t have a family to help you? What if you didn’t have a community of faith? What if you were homeless? How
would you feel if you had to make a decision between getting something to eat and keeping yourself clean? Would you be able
to deal with the emotional and physical ‘dirt’ that comes with having so little?
In December 2017, as I was planning for the Annual Women of Christ Church Ornament Exchange, (one of my favorite events in
the social life of a member of Christ Church), I saw a tv news article about a woman who collected feminine hygiene products
and toiletries for the homeless in her city. She found that these women had to make a choice between personal cleanliness and
eating.
How can a woman even begin to make a choice? Why should she? It made me stop and think about the women and girls who
find themselves alone, on the street and without facilities right here in the Charleston area. What do they do? Is there a local
program that can help them? If so, maybe I could help.
That night, as we gathered in a spacious home, safe and warm in a beautifully appointed kitchen, Belle Croft announced that we
would get together in a few months to share our ‘Favorite Things’ and then again in April. She challenged us to think of a
service project we could take on that would help us work together on a mission, keeping to our call to “Go and make disciples”.
It was then and there that I had a ‘Light Bulb Moment’ … God was calling me to gather my Sisters in Christ and minister to those
sisters who can’t help themselves! Before the evening was over, I had spoken to Belle and agreed to investigate. Imagine my
surprise when she called me not too long after and reminded me of my idea.

PASS THE PURSE
ON APRIL 12
On Thursday, April 12 , fourteen women from our
congregation and community gathered together for
fellowship and filled 102 purses for Tri-County Ministries.
(pictured on right)
The next Christ Church Women event will take
place on June 23 at 10am with Beach Walk and
Picnic. More information TBA.

Like most of you, I’'m busy. I’'m a single mom, working at MUSC, singing with Lorna and her crew in the
choir and with the Charleston Symphony Orchestra Chorus. I just finished my Master’s in Health
Informatics and I’m moving into a newly created position in my department. Between the medical and
musical commitments, I’m pretty booked.
And then Belle called me. Just as I was about to beg off, I heard a small voice inside. It grew with intensity
and passion. “Say YES,” it told me. “You have so very much now. Not long ago, you could have found
yourself in the same position. Have you forgotten how cold the world can be?” I knew it was God’s
direction that I take on this project and make it a reality.
Jesus teaches us that we need to help one another. God calls us to “Go out into the highways and hedges
and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled” (Luke 14:23). While we don’t think of the
homeless sleeping in our hedges, Luke was referring to the ‘squatters and tramps’ with no money, no
homes and no families to help them. These are the very women and girls that I want to help.
As some of you may know, I'm a technophile. I Google almost everything and I like researching things to be
sure I can make educated decisions on things.
But where would I find the organization I was looking for? Would I need to lead the whole thing? Enter TriCounty Ministries.
Pass the Purse is a mission project run by Tri-County Ministries. They aim to help women and girls get the
feminine hygiene products they need each and every month at no cost. And current members Karen
McCormick and Rev Richard Belser are board members!
We have so very much and the women they serve have so very little. To quote Carmille Akande in her
January 5, 2017 blog on www.womenleaders.com , “My beloved sisters, I encourage all of us to follow the
lead of this spiritual giant [Harriet Tubman]. We must never forget to go back. Just as Tubman went back
to help others, we must also "go back" and help those still enslaved by sin, those who are struggling with
hardships, and those who need to be mentored.”
Let us reach out to our Sisters in Christ, wherever they may be, so that by our actions we may become the
Light of Christ in the world. In 2018, let’s all commit to ‘going back’ to help other women stand on our
shoulders, so they may stand on their own. Together, we can reach the Heavens.
Your Sister in Christ.

THE AFTER PEOPLE

Stephen Ministers.

People often ask, "What exactly is a Stephen Minister?" One
way to put it is that Stephen Ministers are the After People.
Stephen Ministers are there:
. . . after the phone call you hoped you'd never get.
. . . after the funeral, when everyone has left and the
emotions you've held at bay come crashing in on you.
. . . after the relationship falls apart and the bottom falls out
of your life.
. . . after the doctor says, "I'm sorry, but there's nothing
more we can do."
. . . after the nursing home director shakes your hand and
says, "Welcome to your new home."
. . . after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives
away—and the house suddenly seems empty.
. . . after the gavel comes down, the handcuffs go on, and
your loved one is led away.
. . . after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you
ever dreamed possible.
. . . after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck.
. . . after your family and friends have heard your story one
too many times, but you still need to talk it out.
Stephen Ministers are the After People. They are ready to
come alongside you—or your friends, neighbors, coworkers,
or relatives—and provide comfort and support for as long
after as needed.
Contact the clergy, Judy Peckenpaugh (224.216.8255 or
judypeck1@comcast.net), or Virginia Cochran (843.364.2290
or vscochran@homesc.com) to learn more.

The Federal Court Case (a personal action of the TEC bishop against Bp. Lawrence,
i n l a y m a n ’s t e r m s c l a i m i n g f a l s e a d v e r t i s i n g – t h a t h e c a n ’t c l a i m t o b e t h e b i s h o p
of the Diocese of SC). The judge ordered mediation in this case. The judge
subsequently assigned to oversee the mediation asked the parties if the mediation
could include all of the issues – that is, encompass the state court case, the
parishes, etc. All parties agreed to this global approach. As mediation has not
produced a settlement (see next entry), the judge has produced a schedule to
proceed to trial, probably in September or shortly thereafter. Recently TEC filed
petitions to join the parishes and the diocese as defendants along with Bp.
Lawrence, and the judge has granted TEC's petition to add the parishes and the
diocese. In the same ruling, the judge declined to expand the issues to be litigated
beyond the current trademark issues.

The Contingency Committee. While we continue to believe that we have a strong,
good and right case to be made, no outcome is certain and so in prudence the
Rector and Vestry have formed a committee to prepare for the possibility of the
congregation leaving this property. It consists of the Rector, the Senior Warden,
the Chancellor, two other members of the Vestry, and a member of the Finance
C o m m i t t e e , a s w e l l a s s i x o t h e r p a r i s h i o n e r s . W e h o p e t h a t t h i s g r o u p ’s w o r k w i l l
finally not be needed, but we are committed to doing all we can to make any
possible transition as smooth as possible, and to secure a good landing place and
new physical home for our congregation.
E v e r y o n e i s e n c o u r a g e d t o p r a y r e g u l a r l y f o r G o d ’s g u i d a n c e a n d p r o v i d e n c e i n a l l
aspects of these matters.

Any further questions can be directed to Father Ted at
tduvall@christch.org or by scheduling an appointment.

U P D A T E

The Mediation. There have been three mediation sessions, the most recent being
on January 12. The judge overseeing these talks has implemented a gag order on
the participants, so we can say very little. The mediation has not produced a
settlement, and while there are currently no further sessions scheduled, the
mediation has not officially been called off. We continue to be committed to
engaging in them forthrightly and in hopes of a positive outcome, should further
sessions be scheduled.

L I T I G A T I O N

The State Court Case (who controls the property). As reported previously, this
case has been decided in favor of TEC on the state level. Christ Church and the
other plaintiff parishes along with the diocese are asking the U.S. Supreme Court
to take this case, and overrule/reverse the state Supreme Court ruling, and this
request has been submitted. The Court has asked TEC to file a Petition of
Opposition and, having requested an extension for this, has until April 30 to do so.
We will hear whether the U.S. Supreme Court takes the case sometime between
then and mid-June of this year. If they do not take it, the next step is the
execution of the state court ruling; this would not be an immediate event, but take
some undetermined span of months to sort out and implement. If they do take the
case, oral arguments might be heard in the fall of this year, followed by a ruling no
later than June of next year.

BEING THE CHURCH

FEATURING KAITLIN DEAN
Where is the Church? You may have heard it said, “The
Church is not a place. It’s a people.” In a recent sermon, Fr.
Workman insisted on this truth in his final sermon as he
called us to find our identity in our common life and worship
rather than in any building or property. Grasping this reality
enables the Church to be about her mission: telling the world
about Jesus. Whether under a tree, a rock outcropping, or
within a cathedral, the Church needs only the presence of
the Triune God to exist. Everything else is adiaphora - an
ancient Christian word for non-essential or indifferent. In
answer to the question, “where is the church?” we ought to
look for people who are seeking to see the kingdom of God
come to earth.
This is where Kaitlin Dean comes in. If you don’t know her,
you should! Kaitlin is as Christ Church as its possible to be.
Since her baptism as an infant, Kaitlin has been an active
member here. As a youth, Kaitlin volunteered in children’s
ministry and this ministry has continued to the present. She
has helped with countless ministry events like Summer Fun
Week and Blast, an afterschool program for day school
students. Along the way God began to awaken in her a
passion for local and global missions. In sixth grade (we’re
talking 11 years old) she went on a mission trip to Asheville
with two other Christ Church members. Since then she has
been on mission trips to Atlanta, Jacksonville and Tampa,
Florida, and Peru. Reflecting on her experience of missions
thus far in her life, Kaitlin writes, “I am in awe of God for the
growth I have witnessed… through the members of Christ
Church from a group of three youth in 2005 to an abroad
trip to Peru. I have loved being apart of it and God’s work.”

Submitted by
Fr. Gary Corcoran

Recently, Kaitlin took the next step into global missions. March 2, Kaitlin traveled
to Togo, Africa with a group from SeaCoast Church to serve on a medical
missions trip for nine days. As a nurse in training, Kaitlin split her time between
providing medical care and directing children’s activities and Bible lessons. For
Kaitlin, this trip is the fulfillment of a long held dream: “I have always hoped to
go on a mission trip to Africa… it was something God put on my heart about a
decade ago.” Working with Pioneers Africa, a Christian organization operating in
thirteen African countries and devoted to evangelism, Bible teaching, and
community development, Kaitlin’s team came alongside local health care providers
and pastors to bring the gospel to bear on the lives of those they met, in word
and deed.
Prior to her trip, I asked what she was hoping to take away from the
experience. Her answer was simple yet profound: “I hope that whatever God
wants me to learn, see, and do – that He will allow it to happen.” As I reflected
on her answer, I realized that encoded in these words could be found the DNA of
what it means to be the Church. So far removed from a list of responsibilities or
a catalog of assets, the foundation of the Church comes from the outside, from a
God who interrupts our lives and in so doing calls us to learn, to see, to do, to
live in response to a God who still speaks. We do not need to travel to Togo,
Africa to be the Church, but are we willing to? Are we willing to join with Kaitlin
by turning our wills toward God? Are we willing to let Him be the teacher and the
guide, or have we constructed lives that might be better described as closed
systems, hermetically sealed off from God’s disruptive voice?
In the end her team saw 952 patients in 2 villages in only 4.5 days of clinic. They
spread the good news about Jesus and planted many seeds. Pray, pray for God
to continue to be glorified as a result of this mission trip, for the salvation that
Jesus brought, for wholeness, health, and restoration to issue forth like streams
in the desert through the ministry of Kaitlin and her team from SeaCoast.

T R E E

C H U R C H
ROBIN QUICK

|

RQUICK@CHRISTCH.ORG

The Tree Church Project began as a mission focus for
the Christ Church Kids during Summer Fun Week 2013
and $800 was raised.
When Bishop Rob Martin of the Marsabit Diocese of the
Anglican Church of Kenya was in Charleston in April
2013, he spoke of the great need for buildings where
newly planted church communities could worship. They
had many tree churches which are called that because
the trees provide shade from the harsh African sun.
Not only is the environment a struggle, but these first
and second generation Christians are in a
predominately Muslim region of Kenya and are
considerably cut off from the rest of the country. The
bishop was looking for partner churches to help
communities build their own church. Bishop Rob
matched us with the Game community who met “under a
lovely tree beside a seasonal river.” However, because
the ground was being eroded it was likely that they
would lose their tree during the next rainy season.
Bishop Rob Martin sent us a photos of the Game church,
including one of children singing and praying for us at
C h r i s t C h u r c h . D o n ’t m i s s t h i s . . . t h e y w e r e i n d a n g e r o f
losing their TREE under which they worshiped, and the
children were praying for US! That is when this became
a church-wide mission to fulfill the vision to “Go and
make disciples.”
By March 2014 we had raised the funds to send to
Bishop Rob in the Diocese of Marsabit. In early 2015,
the first Tree Church, Christ Church Game, was
consecrated. The people were overjoyed to be able to
thank Christ Church for their gift of the church
building for their congregation. One woman, witnessing
the love of brothers and sisters in Christ, was so
moved that she said, "Thank you for not forgetting us."
The second community to be recipients of the Tree
Church Project proceeds was the Borana people in
Elebor in the Sololo Archdeaconry of Marsabit. When

P R O J E C T

they outgrew their tiny stick church they took to
holding worship under a huge outcropping of rock.
Christ Church Elebor was consecrated in 2016 and soon
afterwards 58 members were confirmed.
Maikona Church is an upgrade from a church gathering
in a tiny, dilapidated, hot iron sheet metal church in
the Chalbi desert. These Gabra tribes-people will
upgrade to a large, spacious permanent Church in the
Marsabit Archdeaconry and this church will be
consecrated in August 2018.
In Goro Rukesa a church community meeting in a
Christian's home was growing over the past 5 years.
This church is scheduled to be consecrated in the
summer of 2018.
Thanks to all of the sponsors, participants and
volunteers the 2018 Tree Church Project met its goal of
raising $20,000 to build a 5th building in the Diocese
of Marsabit of the Anglican Church in Kenya. These
funds have been sent to Bishop Daniel Qampicha Wario
and will help secure a guest house run by the Diocese
to generate income. The income generated will support
newly formed children's and men's ministries in Game,
Elebor, Maikona, Goro Rukesa and throughout the
Diocese. This will continue to fulfill the Christ Church
vision (and Great Commission) to “Go and make
disciples” in the years to come. In the words of Bishop
Qampicha, “Marsabit is changed because of you.”
It seems that we have come full circle. The children of
the Christ Church Day School are collecting “Coins for
Kenya” as an outreach, and the mission focus for
Summer Fun Week 2018 will, again, be the Tree Church
Project. How amazing it is to think about the prayers
of the children of Game as they were praying for us in
Mount Pleasant. Please continue to pray for our friends
in Marsabit.
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