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THE MAGAZINE OF CHRIST CHURCH 

 september
2  Meals on Wheels Packout (8:30am) 
4  Office Closed 
5  Threads of Prayer (6pm)  |  Freedom Reigns Concert (7:30pm) 
6 Cancer Support Group (11:45am) 
10  Parish Forum (10:10am)  |  Youth Group Begins (4pm) 
11  Men of Christ Church (7pm) 
12  Prayer Breakfast Begins (7am)  |  Outreach Meeting (5:30pm) 
13  Meals on Wheels Cooking (4pm)  |  Meaning of Marriage Begins (6:30pm) 
14  Saints Alive Event (5:30pm) 
16  DOK Fall Assembly  |  Meals on Wheels Packout (8:30am) 
17  Baptism Sunday  |  All Sunday Morning Discipleship Begins  

 Faith@Home: Nursery (12pm) 
18  Finance Meeting (5:30pm) 
19  I-Beam Training (12pm)  |  Threads of Prayer (6pm) 
21  Vestry Meeting (5:30pm)  |  I-Beam Training (6:30pm) 
22  CoffeeHouse Serenade (7pm) 
23  Men’s Shed Clean-up (9am) 
24  Young Adult Fall Kickoff (5pm) 
25  Christ Church Women (6:30pm) 
27  I-Beam Training (12pm) 
28  East Cooper Concert Series (7pm) 
30 Family Campout (3pm) 

october 
2  Men of Christ Church (2pm) 
3  Threads of Prayer (6pm) 
4  Cancer Support Group (11:45am) 
5  Meals on Wheels Cooking (5pm) 
6-8 Men’s Hike 
6  First Friday 
7  Meals on Wheels Packout (8:30am) 
8  Acolyte Training (12pm) 
10  Outreach Meeting (5:30pm) 
13-14 Young Adult Fall Retreat  
15  Faith@Home (3K-5K) (12pm)  |  Southcoast Orchestra (4pm) 
16  Finance Meeting (5:30pm) 
17  Threads of Prayer (6pm) 
19  Meals on Wheels Cooking (5pm)  |  Vestry Meeting (5:30pm) 
20  Cursillo Prayer (6pm) 
21  Meals on Wheels Packout (8:30am) 
22  Discover Christ Church 
23  Christ Church Women (6:30pm) 
29  Fall Festival (12pm)  |  Cursillo Welcome Home (1pm) 

november 
1  Cancer Support Group (11:45am) 
2  Meals on Wheels Cooking (5pm) 
3, 4, 10, 11 Turkey Shoot 
4  Meals on Wheels Packout (8:30am) 
5  Commitment Sunday | Baptism Sunday 
 Faith@Home (Elementary) (12pm)  |  Community Band Concert (4pm) 
6  Blood Drive  |  Men of Christ Church (7pm) 
7  Outreach Meeting (5:30pm)    |  Threads of Prayer (6pm) 
12  Combined Service (10am)  |  Annual Parish Meeting (11am) 
16  Meals on Wheels Cooking (5pm)  |  Vestry Meeting (5:30pm) 
18  Meals on Wheels Packout (8:30am) 
20  Finance Meeting (5:30pm) 
21  Threads of Prayer (6pm)   
22  Thanksgiving Service (6:30pm) 
23-24 Office Closed 
30 Meals on Wheels Cooking (5pm) 

 

CrossWalk is published four times 
yearly by Christ Church,  
2304 Highway 17 North  
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29466.  

Tel: 843-884-9090.  
Visit us at christch.org, or send us 

an email at frontdesk@christch.org.  
 

Those interested are encouraged to 
submit photographs and 

manuscripts for publication. 
Submission of material implies the 

right to edit and publish  
all or in part. Submission deadline 
for the Winter 2017 newsletter is 

Monday, November 6.  
Submit .jpg or .doc files to 

khunter@christch.org. 
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Dear Parish Family, 
  
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
In the six plus years of my time with you, I have spoken, 
preached and written to you a number of times about 
our life in relation to The Episcopal Church (TEC). The 
recent ruling by the SC Supreme Court in the litigation 
between our church and TEC necessitates that I do so 
again. As I am sure you know, that ruling, by a 3-2 
majority, found that our property and assets are owned 
and controlled by TEC. 
  
We have arrived at this point after a long and multi-
faceted journey in and in relation to TEC. Similarly, the 
current 77 page split ruling, about which each of the 
five justices wrote an opinion, is itself complex. Before 
you do anything else, I highly recommend that you go 
to the diocesan website, dioceseofsc.org, and read in 
its entirety the Frequently Asked Questions section 
(you may want to check this section periodically, as it 
is updated as new information arises). If after reading 
this information, you have further questions, please 
contact me, as I am the best source in our parish for 
accurate and up to date information on our situation. 
  
In this space now, I would like to focus on our situation 
from perspectives which are more personal, more 
spiritual, and more ministerial, than legal. 
  
Renewal/Revival 
  
The litigation is not complete, but with the state 
Supreme Court’s ruling, it is much closer to a 
conclusion than ever before. We have known for a long 
time that the immediacy of a thing can change one’s 
perspective – the old saying “there’s nothing like the 
hangman’s noose to focus a man’s mind,” is a way of 
describing this truth: when it comes to it, we begin to 
see a thing with a clarity and an appreciation that may 
not have existed before. Could this very dynamic be 
used by God to bring about great good in the life of the 
Church? 
  
One person put it this way. Perhaps the realization that, 
after all, we could lose all of this, will spark in the 
membership of the church a renewed appreciation for 
the life of the church, and thus a heightened clarity 
about the importance of it in our lives. Perhaps losing 
or almost losing what we had taken for granted or had 
gradually forgotten was precious would become in 
God’s providence a revival of our commitment to and 
ardor within the life of the church wherein we believe in 

and are blessed beyond worldly things by the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins and the 
resurrection of the dead. 
  
Uncertainty, upheaval, or really any significant change, 
tends to drive us back to basics, to our roots, to that 
which we know and trust – to ways proved sure over 
time, and to promises that we’ve come to know are 
true. Over time, on what have we come to depend? On 
the suburban lives we’ve constructed? On something 
safe always being available, even if we haven’t tended 
it; or on a relationship that we assume will be there 
when we periodically pop in? Or, is it time to reconnect 
and recommit and renew what events have suddenly 
reminded us is precious, and if lost, became a tragedy 
in having been lost. 
  
And that of which I speak is the life of the church – 
something more than the property or the assets. If we 
fail to invest our time, talent and treasure to seek and 
receive, to teach and learn, and to pass on, the doctrine, 
discipline and worship of Christ, then we will have lost 
that which is the most precious thing we have. If the 
chance of losing the outward form of a communion of 
saints in a community of faith (that is, the property) 
reminds us that we must never take for granted or 
gradually forget how precious the actual essence of 
that is, then in being thus reminded – and moved to act 
– a great work of God will indeed have been done in our 
midst by the process of all these events. 
  
I invite you therefore to consider deeply what is 
precious to you, and where the life of the church is 
among those things. If such communion in faith 
community is indeed precious to you, will you choose 
now to renew your commitment to the life of the 
church, whatever outward form - here or somewhere 
else – it takes? 
 

 
Father Ted Duvall 
Rector 
tduvall@christch.org 
 



4 christch.org 

The Meaning 

of Marriage 
 

wednesday nights 

september 13 — october 18 

6:30pm  |  parish hall 

 
This is not a “marriage enrichment course” (though some marrieds may find it 

has that effect for them!) Its subtitle is “A Vision for Married and Single 
People.” Canon Jim Lewis writes, “The focus of  this material is to present for 

ALL parishioners—married, single, divorced, unmarried,  young, or old—what 
the purpose and nature of  Christian marriage is. Because marriage is an 

institution that touches all ages in multiple ways throughout our lives, this is a 
foundation everyone needs.” Cost for class materials is $20. 

 
Register online at ChristCh.org  |  Childcare available 
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A Christ Church member asked, “What 
is pastoral care?” I think I’m guilty of 
being the phone-center tech 
representative who assumes that the 
customer knows how to reboot their 
modem by unplugging the power cord 
from it, waiting a good thirty seconds 
(or was it five minutes), and re-
plugging in. 
 

What would your answer have been to 
the question about pastoral care? We 
all need to know because we all—Christ 
Church members—can offer pastoral 
care. Our assumption may be that 
pastoral care is done only by the 
pastors—The Three Padres. No, 
pastoral care can be done by any 
church member. 
 

“Pastoral” is simply a Latinized word 
meaning “pertaining to the flock.” To 
be sure, the ordained Pastors have 
particular pastoral responsibilities—to 
lead the flock, to feed it with the Word 
of God, to guard the flock, and to care 
for it in specialized ways. For example, 
we bless the marriages of members of 
the flock. A lay person is not authorized 
by the Church to do that. We hope that 
blessing is a pastoral launch of a 
successful marriage. 
 

My work title is “Associate for Pastoral 
Care.” But this cannot mean that all 
pastoral care in a church with more 
than 900 names on the roll is to be 
done by me. Even with Father Ted and 

Father Gary taking their share of the 
situations that arise, that math doesn’t 
get the job done. 
 

“Pastoral” is rightly applied to any 
caring done by any of our members in 
any situation of need of any kind. 
There’s the definition (and it bears 
repeating). Pastoral care is any caring 
done by any of our members in any 
situation of need of any kind. 
 

Jesus said, “‘You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your 
mind.’ This is the greatest and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: 
‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ On these two 
commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets” (Matthew 22:37-40 
NRSV). Loving your parish neighbors 
as you love yourself—that’s pastoral 
care. 
 

Here’s an example. A very elderly 
member is in a nursing care center. Our 
Chaplain Visitors—lay members who 
make a point of visiting home-bound 
members—call on the person regularly 
with friendly contact and prayers. Lay 
Eucharistic Visitors take Holy 
Communion from our church services 
to the person. Friends from the past, or 
perhaps the grown children of old 
friends, drop by. Someone sends a card 
on the person’s birthday. These are all 
caring acts that are also pastoral.  

Our elderly member declines and 
approaches the end of their life. A 
priest will want to anoint them with oil 
blessed by the Bishop. 
 

When the person dies, one of our 
Bereavement Committee members 
assists the clergy in talking the family 
through planning a service. Members 
of the Cemetery Committee oversee 
the preparation of a grave in our 
churchyard. Parish members come 
with casseroles and sympathy for the 
family. The flock gathers for the funeral 
and assures the family of our love 
during the reception (coordinated to 
varying degrees by our members). 
 

The Prayer Ministries of the parish 
uphold the family and remember the 
deceased. 
 

In other cases of a death, a surviving 
spouse may agree to meet with a 
trained Stephen Minister for a period of 
time to help them walk through their 
grief. 
 

Beyond all that, any caring word, any 
hug, any thought given to help add up 
to maximum pastoral care.  
 

So, let’s all open our eyes, really listen, 
and turn on our radar for opportunities 
for pastoral caring. 

 

      Father Jim Workman 
      Pastoral Associate 
      jworkman@christch.org 

Pastoral Care 
the calling we all share 
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“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God.” Romans 15:7 

 

It starts with a smile, handshake, words of 
encouragement… a simple WELCOME! Whether you are 
a member, new member, or been attending the Sunday 
services, I am inviting you to Discover Christ Church, 
“come and see” the opportunities to serve God and one 
another.  

 

Christ Church is more than a place of worship, we are a 
faith community. We are striving to form the life of 
Christ in every parishioner, equipping them to share in 
the love of God with others. Our goal is to make every 
part of what we do at Christ Church a living testament 
to this. 

 

I am excited to be a part of this process of helping 
many new and old friends find their place here at Christ 
Church as they grow in their love of Jesus Christ. It is 
here you will be nourished and led to the opportunity to 
be the hands of and feet of Christ when called upon. As 
each person becomes invested in the Christ Church 
family, it becomes natural for them to share the one 

great purpose: “Go and Make Disciples” -Matthew 
28:19. 

 

We have a wonderful opportunity to share the Gospel in 
Mt Pleasant, being centered in the middle one of the 
fastest growing cities in the country. Each Sunday, we 
have friends, travelers, visitors and new residents 
worshipping at all three services. Even though we have 
a Greeter Ministry with volunteers, I encourage you to 
introduce yourself, wear nametags and help the visitors 
to fill out the welcome card for a proper follow up. We 
all need to be a goodwill ambassador for Christ Church 
and Jesus Christ. I am asking you to make the most of 
that first impression, invite a family to an upcoming 
event, take the time to get to know others and nurture 
old and new relationships. Reach out and mentor a 
young adult, new family, make meals for those in need, 
and be the hands and feet of Christ when called upon. 

 

People are not meant to be alone and we have a place 
for everyone. Printed in the monthly Sunday News 
Booklet of events, Sunday News Wrap, and the 
Crosswalk Magazine there are our many ministries at 

Welcome to Christ church 
Did you know you are already a member of a ministry at Christ Church? We are all members of the Welcoming Ministry.  

Hello!  

 

Along with my husband, Chuck, I 
have been a member of Christ 
Church since 2002. My first 
introduction to Christ Church was 

with the Christ Church Day School 
where both sons attended. This 
gave me exposure to the Children’s 
Ministry program at Christ Church 
and I fell in love. Now both of my 
sons, James and Will, are grown 
and in college and both have a 
solid foundation in their faith. 

 

I attended Converse College and 
later graduated from the University 
of Georgia with a degree is 
Psychology. Soon after college, I 
was employed with Delta Air Lines 
as a flight attendant and it was 
there that I met my husband… and 
the rest is history! 

 

I have joined the staff at Christ 
Church as the Director of 
Welcoming Ministries and Lay 
Ministry Coordination. Since being 

at Christ Church, I have become 
involved with Women’s Bible Study, 
Sunday Discipleship, Daughters of 
the King, Cursillo, Life Groups, and 
Christ Church Women. I look 
forward to welcoming new 
members to Christ Church and 
getting to know each and everyone 
of you! 

 

I have such a passion for Christ 
Church and can truly say it is 
family. It is here that I continue to 
grow in my walk with Jesus Christ. 
I am looking forward to 
experiencing life with you at Christ 
Church. 

 

Belle Croft 
bcroft@christch.org 
843.884.9090 x224 

   Welcoming Ministry News Belle Croft joins staff in 2017 as the Director of  
Welcoming Ministries and Lay Ministries Coordination 
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ACOLYTES 

ALTAR GUILD 

ARCHIVES & HISTORY 

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 

BLOOD DRIVES 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS 

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 

CEMETERY MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

CHRIST CHURCH WOMEN 

COMMUNICATIONS 

CONTEMPORARY MUSIC 

CURSILLO 

 

CHRIST CHURCH DAY SCHOOL & 

MOTHER’S MORNING OUT 

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING 

FLOWER GUILD * 

GREETERS MINISTRY 

HALOS 

LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS 

LIFE GROUPS 

MEALS ON WHEELS FOOD PREP 

MEN OF CHRIST CHURCH 

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 

MUSIC/CHOIR  

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS 

OUTREACH 

PASTORAL CARE MEALS 

PRAYER MINISTRY (DOK) 

PRAYER MINISTRY 

SAINTS ALIVE 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

STEWARDSHIP 

THREADS OF PRAYER 

USHERS 

VESTRY 

WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY  

MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

YOUTH & COLLEGE MINISTRIES 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES 

Christ Church which offer a host of opportunities to 
feed our spirit. The Sunday worship services offer three 
distinct, yet liturgical styles. In addition, we are filled 
with peace by our worship music and prayers. Outreach 
opportunities abound by allowing us to help our 
brothers and sisters in need. There are so many ways 
to be connected to one another and to God. Life Groups 
provide fellowship, support, and encouragement for our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. All these offerings 
present opportunities to share the Gospel with a friend, 
pray with someone in need of prayer, and be a witness 
to Christ. Equipping you to be a disciple for Jesus 
Christ will help us all succeed with our mission. In a 
world that is becoming increasingly impersonal people 
are looking for a place where they feel they belong . 

 

Christ Church is on firm foundation living in community 
with one another. We are meant to live our lives 
together. Open your heart and make room for others. 
Delve into the disciple teaching and classes, join a 
ministry that is close to your heart, come to prayer 
breakfasts and concerts, take a class , increase  your 
potential to give to others. Discover what spiritual gifts 
you have as well as those that haven’t been tapped yet. 
“ Come & See,’” discover your gifts at Christ Church. 
Help make a difference in someone’s life. Welcome 
everyone you meet to join you at Christ Church to learn 
more about the journey. “ There is one body and one 
Spirit - just as you were called-one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and 

through all and in all.” Ephesians 4; 4-6. 

 

Recently, Jarrett 
and Leigh 
Hodson became 
members at 
Christ Church. In 
planning to meet 
them here at the 
office, the 
Hodsons asked 
Father Gary and I 
for dinner at their 
house. What a unique way to get to know them and 
Baby Hayes, too! It is now the beginning of a new 
friendship and we will help them to meet other young 
couples and assist them in their journey here at Christ 
Church. Christ Church is REAL, living out their faith and 
sharing it too! 

 

Simply said… Let’s do life together. Welcome! 

 

I will gladly speak with you on the phone or meet with 
you at a mutually convenient time to get to know you 
better and answer any questions you might have about 
Christ Church. The membership process is very simple 
and easy and I will joyfully walk you through that 
process. 

 

Blessings,  
Belle 

MINISTRIES AT CHRIST CHURCH 
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An opportunity for everyone to serve 
 

Matthew 9:37 states “Then He said to His 
disciples ‘the harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few.’” What is the “harvest”? Who 
are the “Laborers”? One interpretation is that 
Jesus is telling us to go out into the world to be 
disciples and perform works of love. Outreach, 
and all of its attendant ministries, are devoted 
to such works of love. As Christians we can 
reach out to others by expressing God’s love in 
ways that build relationships and provide 
opportunities for us to represent Jesus and 
make His love known to others. 
 

Here at Christ Church we have what’s called an 
outreach committee, which serves as a hub for 
the promotion and encouragement of a variety 
of, you guessed it, outreach ministries. Our goal 
is simple: to follow Jesus into the world, to 
work for, work with, and be with others. This 
committee and other groups in the church 
provide many opportunities for each of us to 
get involved. Some of them you may know 
about and others may be new to you! The 
following paragraphs provide info on what 
many of these opportunities are all about. 
 

EAST COOPER MEALS ON WHEELS is a local program 
that delivers meals each day in the Mt Pleasant 
area to homebound people, young and old alike! 
Christ Church supports this ministry in many 
ways. We provide the buildings that house the 
program, some church members are volunteer 
drivers who make deliveries, we provide some 
food donations, and Christ Church even 
provides several groups of church members 
who cook and pack all the weekend meals for 
the program. In fact, since they started many 
years ago, we have packed and provided over 
200,000 weekend meals! Christ Church 
volunteers also cook, prepare, and pack 1200 
meals for the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
weekends. 
 

EAST COOPER COMMUNITY OUTREACH (ECCO) 
provides our local community with an array of 
services including food, clothing, education, 
medical, dental, and help with rent and utilities. 
Through ECCO, Christ Church members have 
the opportunity to volunteer their time and 
talents to help the needy in all these areas. We 
also hold an “ECCO Bag” food drive 4 times 
each year to help stock the shelves of their food 
bank. 

 

TREE CHURCH PROJECT is a ministry that finds its 
origin within Christ Church! Through this 
ministry, Christ Church assists rural 
communities in Kenya build church buildings to 
house their worship services. Prior to receiving 

help with these buildings, many of these church 
families had no facilities and were worshipping 
outside under a tree for meager shade. For 
several years, Christ Church has sponsored the 
“Tree Church 5K Run” in Mt Pleasant to raise 
funds for Kenya. You can assist by helping 
organize and run the event, as well as 
participating in the 5K. It’s a great family event! 

 

halos is a community-based program that 
supports elementary and middle school aged 
children throughout the tri-county area. HALOS 
provides many outreach opportunities that you 
and your family can get involved in. These 
include collecting school supplies and uniforms 
in July for area students who need extra help. 
Christ Church also contributes money for 
scholarships to send several children to 
summer camp so they can experience games, 
swimming, crafts and many other positive 
activities. For Christmas, Christ Church 
sponsors a HALOS giving tree that lets you pick 
the name of a child in need and buy toys or 
clothes for them to ensure they experience 
Christ’s love during the holiday season. 

 

Christmas boxes for sailors is an activity of the 
international Seafarers Ministry. Christ Church 
has been involved in this ministry for several 
years. Many of us have participated by filling a 
box or two right before Christmas for the 
merchant marines on the large commercial 
ships that pass through the Charleston harbor 
every day. These sailors come from all parts of 
the world and are away from their families for 
long periods of time. These gift boxes help ease 
the loneliness and remind them that we are all 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

Missions of love is a great family opportunity 
that allows us to reach out to firemen, the 
elderly, and others in our community by taking 
them cookies, help cleaning up yards, and 
singing Christmas carols. A wide variety of 
activities are hosted throughout the year, 
typically on a quarterly basis. Watch the church 
announcements for info on upcoming activities. 

 

Haiti is a place where Christ Church has been 
working for over 20 years to improve the lives 
of the inhabitants. We have assisted with 
paying the teachers’ salaries at a primary 
school and for starting up an agriculture 
program that teaches sustainable farming 
techniques to the people of Gros Mangles on 
the island of La Gonave on the west side of the 
island. Christ Church’s future vision for Haiti 
includes assisting in making water and food 
more readily available throughout La Gonave, 
as well as improving the scope and availability 
of medical services to remote areas of this 
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island. We are working to accomplish 
these goals by broadening our 
partnerships with agencies such as 
Water Missions International (WMI), 
increasing our church community’s 
financial support, and conducting more 
frequent and extensive mission trips to 
La Gonave. 

 

Next steps of east cooper (nsec) is a 
Christ-centered, mentoring ministry 
staffed by trained Volunteers from 
congregations of numerous East 
Cooper Christian churches, including 
Christ Church, St. Andrew's, and East 
Cooper Baptist. NSEC promotes 
dignity, change, and self-reliance for 
our needy neighbors currently living in 
emotional, physical, and spiritual 
poverty. This ministry is a truly self-
help process, offered at no cost to our 
Participants. NSEC is a “hand-up”, not 
a “hand-out”, program administered in 
short, mutually agreed upon and 
measurable incremental steps. NSEC 
operates out of Christ Church on 
Tuesdays from 10am to 2pm and St. 
Andrew's on Fridays from 3-7pm. To 
learn more about NSEC, please call 
843.972.3250, visit NextStepsSC.org, 
and see the Summer 2017 edition of 
the Crosswalk. 
 

I-beam is a one-on-one reading 
mentoring program that pairs 
volunteers with a second- thru fifth-
grade students for one hour a week 
October through April. Started 7 years 
ago to reduce an achievement gap in 
at-risk kids, I-Beam is an East Cooper 
Faith Network (ECFN) initiative now 
serving over 250 students in eight 
Charleston County School District 
elementary schools in East Cooper. 
Several Christ Church members share 
their love of reading with and support a 
struggling student through this 
program. With each new school year, I-
Beam needs to recruit many additional 
volunteers. Please join us in making a 
positive impact in the life of a child 
through giving an hour of your time on 
a regular weekly basis. Please come of 
one of the I-Beam Mentor Orientations 
we are hosting at Christ Church: 
September 19 at 12pm, September 21 
at 6:30pm and September 27 at 12pm.  

 

Fix-it is another ECFN initiative and is a 
home-grown Mt Pleasant organization 

with the goal of ensuring as many of 
our neighbors as possible have a safe 
and healthy environment to live in. It 
offers those in need with assistance in 
getting a wheelchair ramp, fixing a 
porch, making minor home repairs, or 
even painting a house. Funding for 
materials comes from donations and 
all labor is by volunteers. Fix It can 
always use more volunteers in these 
projects! 

 

Water mission (wm) is another local 
organization, builds portable water 
filtration systems and latrines that are 
distributed around the world to villages 
or towns that are traumatized by 
natural disasters such as earthquakes 
and hurricanes. You can help them by 
donating your time to assemble these 
systems, pack them for shipment to 
remote parts of the world, or even 
doing much needed “chores” around 
their headquarters. You can also 
donate time and money by 
participating in their annual fundraiser 
– the “Walk for Water,” which takes 
place in the March/April timeframe. 

 

My sister’s house is a local 
organization that helps at-risk women 
and children in a number of ways 
including providing clothing and 
household items. We have a donation 
drop-box on the church grounds where 
you can drop off clothes and small 
household appliances. These 
donations benefit women and children 
who have been removed from abusive 
situations. 

 

Please prayerfully consider how you as 
an individual and/or as a family can 
“stir up one another to love and do 
good works.” Hebrews 10:24. As God 
calls you, be active in your outreach to 
our community and world! Call the 
church office to express your interest 
or visit us online at christch.org/
outreach to get more information 
about each of these ministries. 
 

 
Article submitted by the Outreach 

Committee. If you are interested in  
serving on the Outreach Committee the 

next meeting is September 12 at  
5:30pm in the Coffee Zone. 

http://www.nextstepssc.org/
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FALL DISCIPLESHIP 

OFFERINGS 
SUNDAY MORNINGS 
Beginning September 10 
 

LEWIS WHITE BIBLE STUDY—Beginning September 10 

9:15am  |  Parlor 
Studying the book of Acts—no Bible experience required!  
 

THE RECTOR’S FORUM-Beginning September 17 

10:10am  |  Parish Hall 
The Rector will lead teaching and discussion of appointed Bible readings.  
 

TO BE A CHRISTIAN: AN ANGLICAN CATECHISM-Beginning September 17 
10:10am  |  Coffee Zone 
A class for everyone learning how to be a Christian in today’s age. Led by Father Gary Corcoran.  
 

SUNDAY SISTER’S STUDY-Beginning September 17 
10:10am  |  Resource Room  |  $10 
Study of N.T. Wright’s “Acts for Everyone”  
 

CHRIST CHURCH KIDS & YOUTH—Beginning September 10 

10:10am  |  Children’s Building/Youth Room 
 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
Beginning September 13 
 

THE MEANING OF MARRIAGE 
6:30-8pm  |  Parish Hall  |  $20 
This is not a “marriage enrichment course” and is for ALL parishioners regardless of marital status.  
 

CHRIST CHURCH KIDS—MIRACLES OF JESUS 
6:30-8pm  |  Children’s Building 
 

CHRIST CHURCH YOUTH-LIFE GROUPS 
6:30-8pm  |  Youth Room 
 
 

ADDITIONAL OFFERINGS 
 

WOMEN’S WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Begins September 6  |  9:30am  |  Parlor  |  $9 
Hungry for a deeper connection with God and other women? This is for you! 
 
MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST  
Begins September 12  |  7am  |  Parish Hall  |  $4 
 
 

Visit us at ChristCh.org for full descriptions of these offerings.  
To register, please fill out the form on the back or register online. 
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Beginning the week of October 22, all Christ Church small 
groups will have the opportunity to take part in a 
curriculum designed to spiritually form its participants 
based on the life and habits of Jesus Christ. One of our 
young adult small groups sportingly agreed to act as 
guinea pigs and work through this eight-week study—as I 
write this, we are currently about half-way through it. 
Some of our experiences and impressions thus far follow 
here. 
  

The idea behind the study is that a healthy spiritual life 
includes behaviors we see demonstrated by Jesus in 
scripture: prayer; striving against sin; ministering and 
healing in the power of the Spirit; showing compassion; 
proclaiming the good news and reading the scriptures; and 
uniting the physical and spiritual. Each week focuses on 
one of these habits—a scriptural account of it, discussing 
our experiences, observations, and what a balanced 
engagement with the habit looks like, and encouraging 
each other as we consider how to be malleable to these 
examples. 
  

When Gary suggested this study to me, I was immediately 
on board with the premise of forming our lives after habits 
we see from Jesus. I was less enthusiastic about the 
structured nature of the workbook through which the study 
is taught—groups are meant to read aloud from the book 
and entertain discussion questions together. Our group 
has historically been free and unstructured in its methods, 
and I was afraid the radical stylistic departure would result 
in a collective eye-roll from my compatriots. I only relay 
my foolish expectation here in order to dramatically reveal 
that: we love structure! The curriculum clearly and quickly 
provides the meaty substance of the issue at hand, which 
enables us to more thoroughly engage it in the time we 
have. 
  

And more personally engage it! Community and group 
accountability are emphasized in this study—we are 
learning and growing together. I would always have 

characterized our group as particularly willing to be 
vulnerable with one another, but in this context, I’ve seen 
even deeper connections and support—ultimately, 
expressions of love—emerge so quickly. Since we have 
begun this study, there has been a noticeable increase in 
our communication throughout the week—jokes, prayer 
requests, updates on something we discussed together, 
encouragement, reminders, etc. I’ll report another example: 
the first week’s curriculum includes an exercise that asks 
each member to speak a word of encouragement to 
another person in the group. This moment in our group 
was one of the most meaningful in my memory—an 
opportunity to be thoughtful about and articulate our 
gratitude for the specific qualities we value in one another. 
I often think of what a friend offered me in that moment, 
and every time, it is an assurance of kindness and 
connection, and a reminder of an ally. Who wouldn’t want 
that? 
  

Furthermore, when we engage in church-wide curriculum, 
we have such a wonderful opportunity to learn from each 
other, and learn about the vastness of God’s work in each 
of our lives. Not only will we be connecting in our groups, 
but you’ll likely be sitting in pews surrounded by people 
who have studied the same lesson you did that week—
examined, prayed for, and practiced a particular habit of 
our Lord. What might happen if everyone across the entire 
church is simultaneously focused on yielding to the Holy 
Spirit, or addressing injustice? 
  

I want to encourage you to consider participating in a 
spiritual formation group this fall. I have been humbled to 
see the immediacy of God’s work in our group and 
encouraged by the willingness of my friends to seek 
spiritual balance together, and I look forward to seeing the 
ways in which God will work in the life of our church. 
 

Article Submitted by Leah Harrison 

The Life & Habits of Jesus 
Discipleship Offering Coming this Fall 
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There’s very little chance you haven’t encountered 
the Parkers in some way. Theirs is a large family. 
Between Amy and Tom and their five children Grace, 
Jake, Joy, Marta, and Shane, they certainly fill out a 
significant portion of chairs in the 9am service. As is 
often the case in life, it isn’t uncommon to see 
people regularly who you don’t actually know, or 
know well. That, dear reader, is where I come in.  

 

At the heart of the Parker family are Amy and Tom. 
Amy works as AEA Aquatic Fitness Professional and 
is also Certified Tai Chi for Health Instructor. Tom is 
a Supervisor for the Pediatric Respiratory 
Department at MUSC. Amy and Tom also have 
hearts made for parenting, which is clear not only in 
their own children, Shane and Grace, but in their 
adoption of Jake, Joy and Marta. It is so exciting 
interacting with a family that is collectively on fire 
for the Lord. 

 

Marta is the youngest of the bunch. She is an avid 
gymnast and is delightfully impatient when it comes 
to joining the youth group. When she wasn’t in mid-
backflip, she was telling me how she can’t wait to 
join, and even asked if I would lower the age limit 
just for her. After a while, Marta ran off to get some 
homemade slime to show off, and I had some time 
to talk one-on-one with Jake. Jake is a rising 8th 
grader, and alone with Joy, was adopted from China. 
While initially reserved, once Jake is comfortable he 
is one for the funniest and earnest kids you will ever 
meet. Over the course if the middle school mission 
week, I was able to really get to know Jake, and I 
was blown away by how quick he was to do things 
like suggest prayer in difficult situation, or greet 
strangers with a hearty “God Bless you!” Not to be 
out done, Joy come equipped with her own arsenal 
of surprises. Never one to beat around the bush, Joy 
is a straight talker, a hard worker, and never misses 
a comedic beat. Getting to know Joy on our trip to 

Lake Wales. Florida 
was wonderful. I have 
never seen anyone 
more excited to reroof 
a house. When she 
isn’t hard at work with 
home improvement, 
Joy is a fabulous 
artist. She even 
worked on some 
decorations that will 
be going up in the 
youth room soon!  

 

Chances are, if you 
look on stage during 
the 9am service, you’ll 
see either Shane or 
Grace using their 
talents to praise the 
Lord. Shane, the 
younger of the two, has been in the rotation as a 
drummer since May. Both he and his sister are 
gifted musicians. Shane plays a variety of 
instruments and also plays football. His growing 
involvement in our youth group has been a blessing. 
He isn’t shy about worshiping, and can raise his 
hands with the best of them. We have so many 
youth who are so clearly devoted to their beliefs and 
it’s fantastic to have yet another example of God’s 
love join us. While Shane may have just joined us, 
Grace is leaving. Nothing drastic though! The rising 
college freshman has recently left the nest as she 
prepares for her first year at CofC. If you’ve been at 
a 9am service, then you’ve most likely been 
fortunate enough to hear Grace sing. Much like her 
brother, Grace has a heart of musical worship and 
plays a few instruments along with singing. The two 
of them are an awesome team and are great 

FAMILY 
FOCUS: 
The Parker Family 
 Tom, Amy, Grace, Joy, Shane, Jake & Marta 
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siblings to Joy, Jake, and Marta. The whole group is 
really something special.  

 

After dinner, I sat down with Amy to talk about her 
experience with Christ Church. She had nothing but 
good things to say, and was to very thankful for the 
church family they had become a part of.  

 

“CC has played a vital role in reconnecting our 
family to each other and to others around us.  The 
contemporary music at the 9am service has being 
restoring to our souls in several aspects.  Two out 
of our five children have musical gifts and they have 
been received with open arms by the praise 
team.  My husband and I are thankful and grateful 
not only to the praise team, but also the children's 
ministry team for teaching our three adopted 
children more about Jesus.  People know our names 
at Christ Church.  The fellowship is real and 

warm.  Thank you again to all the Christ Church 
staff who serve us and our other brothers and 
sisters in Christ.” - Amy Parker 

 

It’s safe to say that both my time with the Parkers, 
and the food, were excellent. Just as Paul said in 1 
Corinthians 12:12, “the body of Christ is one body 
made of many members.” and, at Christ Church, and 
big chunk of that body is made out of Parkers. When 
I told my co-workers I would be having dinner with 
the Parker family, the first response I received was 
“watch out for Marta, she’s going to be doing flips 
all over the place!” That advice couldn’t have been 
more accurate, and the reality of it couldn’t have 
been more delightful. 
 
Article Submitted by Joseph Dubay, Youth Minister 
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When I was promoted to Director of Children’s 
Ministries, one of my first “jobs” was to recruit 
volunteers, I was very blessed to have a positive 
response of everyone that I asked. Shannon 
McAlister, Johanna Owens, Amy Hardee and 
Charles and Courtney Hazelrigg became part of the 
Children’s Ministries volunteer family. They all 
dedicated their time and hearts into these children 
every Sunday. To watch them “take it and roll with 
it” was amazing. We all were together to watch a 
series called “What’s in the Bible” and then they 
would break out into small groups to where they 
could dive deeper into the lesson. The bonds that I 
watched develop and the trust that I saw in these 
children’s eyes was, without a doubt, the work of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 

Volunteering is so much more impactful then many 
may think. I know it is less than an hour (40 
minutes, to be exact) a week but you get to share 
the love of our Lord with these eager children. Forty 
minutes a week can change a child. In today’s 
times, our schedules are packed with school, work, 
sports, band, chorus, tutors, dance, etc. Although 
these are all important in our lives, we tend to forget 
to save some time for Who is one that created it all. 
Volunteering your time with our children is one way 
to show His love. 1 Peter 4:10 says “Each one 
should use whatever gift he has received to serve 
others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its 
various forms”.  
 

I want to say Thank you, from the bottom of my 
heart, to Shannon, Johanna, Amy, Charles, Courtney 
and the youth helpers for your dedication. I also 
would like to thank all of you who volunteer in the 
nursery (you know who you are). If you feel the 
nudge to volunteer, please don’t hesitate to contact 
me. We would be blessed to have you join us! 
 
Kelli Baker 
Director of Children’s Ministries 
kbaker@christch.org 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
We would also like to extend a special thank you to 
everyone that volunteered or provided supplies for 
Summer Fun Week 2017. We had another GREAT year! 
You can go ahead and Save the Date for Summer Fun 
Week 2018 the week of June 11. 
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Join with your Christ Church family for a camp out at 
the Men's Shed. We will have a Communion service 

at the Outdoor Chapel, cook out and bonfire. 
Families or individuals who are interested can bring 
tents and equipment beginning at 3pm and remain 

for the camp out. All are welcome to participate in as 
much or as little as desired.  

 
Communion Service @ 5pm 

Dinner @ 6pm 
$7 per person; with a family max of  $25 

Campfire, S’mores & Song @ 7pm 
 

Register at ChristCh.org 
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2304 Highway 17 North 

Mt. Pleasant, SC 29466 

843.884.9090 

www.christch.org 


