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D E A R  P A R I S H  F A M I L Y ,

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
In the last issue of the Crosswalk I wrote to you
about the Holy Spirit. In this issue I would like
to say a few words about Faith. My hope is that
what I write may encourage you. I think that
for the new convert, encouragement is not so
big a deal – they are on fire; on the other end
of the spectrum, those who have given up or
moved on are probably past being open to
encouragement. But for those of us who are in
the midst of the journey (one of the best book
titles I’ve ever come across is A Long Obedience
in the Same Direction) encouragement can be
something important… 
 
Let’s start with the classic biblical definition
of faith, from Hebrews 11:1 – “Now faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction
of things not seen” – but use the New
Jerusalem Bible translation of that verse:
“Only faith can guarantee the blessings that
we hope for, or prove the existence of realities
that are unseen.” 
 
Recently, I was talking about ministry in the
Church with someone who, like me, has been
at it for multiple decades. Our conversation
honed in on our experience of a paradox: when
it comes to the way people think and speak and
act in the Church, nothing…ever…changes!,
AND, we are absolutely sure that the ministry
we do makes a real difference, does in fact
change lives! “The existence of realities that are
unseen” seems to me a perfect description of
the paradox of which my friend and I were
speaking: nothing ever changes, and people
are being changed all the time; and faith is
what convinces us that the “nothing ever
changes” part is not the true reality, but that
the “people are being changed all the time”
part is instead the true reality. 



Our daughter Beverly was in a job interview in Columbia recently and another
employee there walked by the interview room, stopped in and asked, “You’re not
Ted Duvall’s daughter, are you?” When he found that in fact she was, he
proceeded to tell her at some length and even with emotion and a hug how much
my ministry had meant to his family when I was their priest at St.
Bartholomew’s, Hartsville (Beverly didn’t even know him – she was a child at
the time). I hadn’t thought of that family in years, and while I remembered them
fondly as good parishioners, really had no idea that my ministry among them
would produce an enthusiastic, emotional testimony of gratitude even years
later: I couldn’t, had no way to, see the difference our Christian life together had
made, but that was the reality. Faith is what convinces us that the seemingly real
“nothing ever changes” is not real, but that “people are being changed all the
time” is real. 
 
In Perelandra, the second book of C.S. Lewis’ space trilogy, the main character is
at one point on a small floating island in a large sea riding high waves up and
down and then up and down again. Each time his little island raft crests a wave
and heads back downslope he is plunged into a trough of invisibility; until he
reaches the crest of the next wave and for a brief moment can survey where he’d
come from, what was nearby and what lay ahead. But only for a brief second,
until he was again carried down into the valley between a wave swell behind and
before – into the unseen. 
 
I sometimes wonder if one way of thinking about being a part of a community of
faith is that involvement in it provides moments like Lewis’ character’s “crest
moment”: so much of life is a valley of invisibility when it comes to the kingdom
change we long for in this world; and yet, because of our life and ministry
together in the Church, we find ourselves in a moment where we learn that
“your ministry meant so much to my family in those years.” And we may think,
wait, this is not all a fool’s errand after all, but, this is real. 
 
Sometimes, the assurance and the conviction and the hope of God’s reality are
given by our own faith. But often it is provided by someone else’s faith. When we
get involved in the life of the Church, we hear someone say, I believe, and we
find our belief strengthened; or we see someone changed by grace and we
realize, hey, grace is indeed at work in the world. It proves to us realities that
are, sadly, too often unseen in our busyness or maybe in our discouragement
built up from having spent so much time in the trough, the valley of kingdom
invisibility down under the shadow of the world’s waves. If you have faith to
share, I say, share it. It will encourage another. If you are discouraged, it may be
that being a part of a community of faith is just the thing that will bring you
encouragement. 



"But be filled with the Spirit, addressing 
one another in psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody to the Lord with your heart, 

giving thanks always and for everything 
to God the Father in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one 
another out of reverence for Christ.” 

EPHESIANS
5 : 1 8 B - 2 1



What is Paul talking about in this Ephesians passage? He is

describing the normal outpouring of music – of all types –

that flows from a heart that is full of the presence of God! A

quick breakdown of the words that Paul uses shows us

what a broad variety of music there is that may be used to

glorify God in the church. 

 

• “Psalms” - either spoken or sung praise, based in scriptures 

• “Hymns” - songs of praise focused on Jesus 

• “Spiritual songs” - songs of personal testimony expressing

truths of grace in salvation 

• “Singing” - praising God with voice 

• “Making melody” - praising God with instruments 

 

According to scripture, if a song focuses on thanking God

our Father, and lifts up the name of Jesus Christ, it is a

worthy pursuit of Christian expression, no matter the style

or genre. 

 

I thank God for the many ways that He has blessed Christ

Church in expression of music, and this comes in no small

part through the partnership that God has given Lorna and

me in music ministry. While her “main thing” is the blended

service with organ and choir, and my “main thing” is the

contemporary service with the praise band, I truly believe

our ministries are characterized by “submitting to one

another out of reverence for Christ.” 

 

Here is a short list of some of the projects that the

contemporary music ministry and the traditional music

ministry programs have partnered to produce: 

 

• Combined Sunday services – music selected and directed

by both Lorna and Allie, performed by both choir and band 

• Coffeehouse serenade – directed by Lorna, sung by choir

members, instrumentalists from the contemporary band 

• Good Friday Drama – written and produced by Lorna,

music selected by both Lorna and Allie, music performed by

both choir and band, acting by members of the band 

• Praise and Prayer Nights – music selected and directed by

Allie, performed by Lorna and Allie 

• 9am Sunday Service – Lorna’s labor of love founded the

contemporary band and directed it, and then she handed it

over to Allie to direct and continue to grow into the

contemporary service that we know today. Lorna has

continued to serve in various capacities as pianist and as

sound engineer for this service. 

 

 

Submitted by Allie Thies and Dr. Lorna Barker

A personal note from Allie: 
Lorna has blessed me in many 
ways, through welcoming me 
into the Christ Church family 

almost 6 years ago and 
supporting my portion of music 

ministry with her willing and 
enthusiastic partnership. But 

more than that, her true 
friendship has allowed me to 

grow in my faith and my calling 
as a music minister. Thank you, 

Lord, for Lorna and the 
generosity she shows to all who 

cross her path! 
 

A personal note from Lorna: 
I am so grateful that Allie joined 

our music ministry. In addition to 
her beautiful voice, she has a 

servant heart and a true desire to 
work as a team. Because of this, 

we have so many volunteers 
musically active in both services. 

What a joy! Personally, I love 
having someone I can be creative 

with and who feels musical 
worship the same way I do. Her 

music inspires me and revives my 
spirit on my weary days. God has 

given me not only a musical 
partner in Allie, He has given me 

a friend, a confidant and a 
treasure. 



The Order of the Daughters of the King is an organization of women who have pledged themselves to a life-

long program of prayer, service and evangelism. As a member of a religious order, a Daughter receives

support in this commitment from a worldwide community of like-minded women. 

 

WHO WE ARE 

Daughters of the King are women and girls of all ages who desire a closer walk with the Lord. We are

Christian women, both lay and ordained, who are strengthened through the discipline of a Rule of Life, and

supported through the companionship of our sisters. We are all at different stages of our Christian journey –

some have just begun and some have been on this path for a long time. But no matter where we are on our

sacred journeys, our primary goal is the same – to know Jesus Christ and to make Him known to others. 

 

OUR VOWS 

In solidarity with one another, all Daughters everywhere make the same promises upon their admission to

the Order: 

• To obey the two Rules of The Order: the Rule of Prayer and the Rule of Service. 

• To wear faithfully the cross of The Order. 

• To work for the purposes of The Order as God may give us the opportunity. 

 

THE RULE OF PRAYER 

Part of every Daughter's Rule of Prayer is to pray daily: 

• For the unity of Christ's church 

• For the spread of Christ's Kingdom, especially among women and girls 

• For God's blessing upon the members of the Order 

• For the spiritual growth of the parish and for the clergy of the parish to which the chapter owes allegiance 

 

Prayer increases our ability to see God at work around us. We grow in faith to pray not only for our own

needs but also for those of others. Over time, daily prayer creates in our hearts a flowing spring of praise and

thanksgiving to our awesome God. 



THE RULE OF SERVICE 

A Daughter daily seeks to do the will of God, promising: 

• To be Christ’s faithful servant in the extension of His Kingdom. 

• To regularly take part in the worship, study and work of the Church. 

• To render at all times aid to the clergy as deemed necessary for the spiritual up-building of the parish. 

 

OUR CROSS 

The DOK cross is a modified Greek Fleury cross, inscribed in Latin, “Magnanimiter Crucem Sustine,”

meaning “With heart, mind and spirit uphold and bear the cross.” At the base of the cross are the letters

“FHS,” initials that stand for the Motto of the Order: “For His Sake.” 

 

WHO CAN BE A DAUGHTER OF THE KING? 

No special spiritual attributes are needed to become a Daughter of the King - only a sincere desire to draw

nearer to God, and to help others do the same.  

 

WHY ARE WE DAUGHTERS OF THE KING? 

There are many reasons women are drawn to pledge herself to a life-long program of prayer, service, and

evangelism. An overlying sentiment is that we find the Order of the Daughters of the King to be a safe place

in a busy world where we can be together and support each other in Christ’s love. 

 

CONTACT US 

Please contact us if you would like to discuss the Order of the DOK in further detail. 

Marcia Slott - msslott1@comcast.net 

Judy Hood - judyhood46@gmail.com 

Sarah Ray - ssray6071@gmail.com 

Joyce Harder - jharder@christch.org 

 

The Christ Church DOK under girds the clergy and parish through an active and
faithful intercessory prayer ministry. We pray daily for Christ Church, the spiritual

growth of the parishioners and for our clergy. We also pray for specific supplications
as requested. We pray for spiritual and physical healing, relief of emotional distress

due to financial or family dysfunction, travel mercies, etc. It is our honor and privilege
to take the concerns of your heart to the Throne. 

 
You may contact any Christ Church Daughter of the King to be added to our prayer

list or you may email your request to Marcia Slott at msslott1@comcast.net. 

T H E  C H R I S T  C H U R C H  D O K  P R A Y E R  M I N I S T R Y



F A M I L Y  S P O T L I G H T
F E A T U R I N G  T H E   R E A G O R   F A M I L Y

Our family spotlight this fall is the Reagor Family. They have

been a blessing to Christ Church since they started attending in

2002. Before joining Christ Church, they tried out several

different churches, but they settled at Christ Church because of

our “warm and cozy feeling.” They became official members in

2003 and over the years became more and more involved.  

 

Richard has been a “key player” with our music program for over

10 years. He started by playing the electric piano at the 11am

service and then joined the choir as a bass. Richard also plays

keyboards at the 9am Contemporary Service. He comes in mid-

week to prepare for both services and to attend choir practice

and returns on Sunday to help lead worship at both services.

Richard is also my “go to” sub when I need to miss a Sunday. It

is such a blessing to have a church member who not only leads

the music with great skill, but who also has a humble, servant

heart. Richard says, “The trust and confidence that has been

placed in me to play at these services and even sub for Lorna at

the 11am service and play the organ (even without formal organ

training) has blessed me enough to last the rest of my life.”

Richard also shares his musical gifts with our Cursillo

community. After he attended Cursillo with his wife, Julie, he

started regularly playing for Cursillo events.  

 

Richard is also active in the Men of Christ Church. He says, “My

brothers and sisters at Christ Church have always been

encouraging and loving. The friendships I have developed

through the Men of Christ Church, the Hike ministry and

participation in weekly services has been so uplifting that I

always can’t wait until the next service or event comes up.”  

Julie is also very involved with a variety of ministries at Christ

Church. The choir is where she has found her “small group”

family. Julie not only sings alto beautifully with the choir, she is

also very creative! She spends many hours decorating the parish

hall or church for concerts and choir shows. Julie says about

this ministry, “I love every minute from rehearsals to Coffee

House to Concerts to Outreach Concerts. I feel like God is

always present with the choir and I feel like the other choir

members love me unconditionally – even when I hit a bad note!

And, we are good! Or else, we wouldn’t be going to Carnegie

Hall!” I say, “Amen to that!” 

 

Julie is also a lector at the 11am service, a Lay Eucharistic

Minister and a Lay Eucharistic Visitor. As much of a blessing

that this is to the homebound, Julie says she is the one being

blessed. She says, “One of my most rewarding experiences is to

take communion and sing with someone who is homebound. That

is when I feel the closest connection to God, serving the Body

and Blood of Christ.” 

 

Along with Richard, Julie attended Cursillo. She said it was a

“life changing experience in her walk with Christ.” Both Richard

and Julie have remained active with Cursillo activities and have

sponsored other couples for Cursillo. In addition to all this

ministry involvement, Julie keeps her prayer life active by being

a Daughter of the King. Know that she is praying for all of us

every morning. 

 



Their children have also been blessings to Christ Church (and to

me!). Jacqueline (I call her my 4th daughter) grew up

surrounded by her Christ Church family. She says, “Being at

Christ Church is an experience I am blessed to have had. From

personal experience as a member of the Congregation and of

the choir, I can say that Christ Church members are some of the

most wonderful, thoughtful people you will ever meet. If you

need anything, someone will answer your call in a heartbeat,

much like they answer God’s call.”  

 

Through grade school and High School, Jacqueline was involved

in Junior Daughters of the King, an acolyte, active in Youth

Group, and was a singer in the Youth Band. She and Madeline

always sang in adult choir and in youth choir for the children’s

pageant. I could always count on them for solos! Richard, when

he subs for me, makes use of his daughters’ beautiful voices for

Offertory solos. In May of this year, Jacqueline was married in

the Christ Church Sanctuary to Austin Wilson. You can

occasionally still see them robed up and singing in the choir

together! Jacqueline says, “I am blessed to have the members of

Christ Church support my recent marriage and I know they will

be there as my husband and I endeavor to make our marriage

covenant an outward symbol of God’s love.”  

 

When the youngest daughter, Madeline, joined Christ Church,

she quickly became involved as an Acolyte and with the youth

group where she met some of her very best friends. She also

became one of the lead singers for the Youth Band and joined

the Junior Daughters of the King. Madeline went on mission

trips and retreats and volunteered for Summer Fun Week with

the Youth Group AND sang in the choir! In High School, she

would often help out in the nursery, where she was able to

watch children grow up at Christ Church just as she did! She

says about Christ Church, “The people at Christ Church have

become a family to me; people who I look forward to seeing

each week.” 

 

 

Personally, I am thankful for every member of this kind, loving,

giving family. Richard is my “right hand man” in Sunday worship,

Julie is my go to “please take care of…washing the table cloths…

decorating the hall…pick this up and take this there” woman,

and I am always blessed to have Jacqueline and Madeline share

their beautiful voices and hearts with me and with Christ

Church. This family is such a wonderful example of Jesus’

command to love one another. Thank you for being such a

blessing to all of us. 

 

Richard and Julie say, “We are so grateful that we found Christ

Church 15 years ago. We have been blessed to bring our children

up as members of Christ Church and the blessings cannot be

counted. We have been rewarded 100 times over! What we have

learned is … if you are called, don’t be shy to step up… if you are

asked, don’t be afraid to say yes…if you feel like participating,

don’t hesitate – just get involved!” Again I say, ”Amen to that!” 

 

S u b m i t t e d  b y  

L o r n a  B a r k e r



PASTORAL CARE AT CHRIST CHURCH
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In a Christian setting, providing pastoral
care means delivering love and comfort in
the Name of Jesus to the dying, grieving,
injured, sick, betrayed, lonely, lost,
suffering, disabled, overwhelmed, uncertain,
heart-broken, depressed, disconsolate, sin-
sick, or anguished. Chances are high that
when a member of the Christ Church Family
in one of these categories cries out to the
Lord in their distress, He answers them by
sending a clergy member and/or members of
our extensive Pastoral Care Team. 
 
Any time a loved one dies, or other acute
physical, emotional, spiritual or relational
crises occur, Father Ted and I are readily
available. If a parishioner is not in crisis
mode but needs the guidance and
encouragement of a clergy member, we are
standing by. 
 
Under-girding Father Ted and me is our
marvelous, multi-faceted Pastoral Care
Team. The Chaplain Visitors go see folks in
the hospital, in nursing homes, or in their
own homes. Lay Eucharistic Visitors take
Communion to area nursing homes as well as
to parishioners in the hospital or their own
homes. Members of the Prayer Team pay
visits to those in need of focused prayer
while also being on hand during the 9 and
11am Sunday services. The Daughters of the
King conduct a powerful prayer ministry as
well.  
 
In the devastating and paralyzing first days
after the loss of a loved one, the
Bereavement Ministry comes alongside the
grief-stricken family to help plan the funeral
and reception. A Cancer Support Ministry
meets every Wednesday after the 11am  

service to encourage those in the throes of
battling the disease. The Stephen Ministry is
comprised of highly trained lay members
who meet weekly with parishioners who are
hurting. This ministry is so confidential that
only the Stephen Minister and the Senior
Rector who pairs the Minister with the Care
Receiver know the identity of the Care
Receiver. 
 
Life Groups provide the opportunity to
establish close relationships with a finite
group within the Christ Church Family. The
Saints Alive Ministry affords fun and
fellowship to our Senior Parishioners age 55
and above. The New Baby Ministry delivers
love and encouragement to new parents. 
 
As Christ Church’s new Pastoral Associate,
my goal is two-fold. One is to ensure that
each parishioner feels well-loved and cared
for, especially during seasons of need. The
second is to remove from Father Ted part of
the heavy burden of overseeing every facet of
our parish’s life that he has shouldered since
losing Father Jim Workman and Father Gary
Corcoran. To that end, I am requesting the
following: If you have a pastoral need, or you
know someone who does, please convey that
directly to me, and I will see that you or the
other person receive the needed care. If you
wish to speak with Father Ted, please let me
know, and I will ask him to call you. The
bottom line is to collaborate in shielding
Father Ted from the administrative side of
Pastoral Care and to save his energy for the
truly pastoral side.  

I call on the Lord in my distress, and he answers me. -PSALM 120:1

...
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trunk

treat

O R

Sunday, October 28 
4:30 - 6pm 
Parking Lot

Join us for a fun afternoon of Trick 

or Treating on the Christ Church 

Campus for the youngest members 

of our community. For more 

information or to sign up to host a 

trunk, visit ChristCh.org.



2304 Highway 17 North 
Mt Pleasant, SC 29466 
843.884.9090 
www.christch.org


