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THE MAGAZINE OF CHRIST CHURCH 

 june
2   Baptism Sunday 
5  Men of Christ Church (7pm) 
6  Threads of Prayer (6pm) 
12-17 Youth Mission Trip  
12-16 Summer Fun Week Prep 
12  Buildings & Grounds Meeting (6pm) 
15  Vestry Meeting (5:30pm) 
19-23 Summer Fun Week 
20 Threads of Prayer (6pm) 
 
 
 

july 
2  Patriotic Sunday (10am) 
4  Office Closed 
16  ECCO Bag Sunday 
18-21 Middle School Missions 
20  Vestry Meeting (5:30pm) 
21  Cursillo Prayer (6pm) 
30  Cursillo Welcome Home (12pm) 
 
 
 

august 
1 Threads of Prayer (6pm) 
5  Diocesan Ultreya 
13  Promotion Sunday 
15  Threads of Prayer (6pm) 
17  Vestry Meeting (5:30pm) 
28 Blood Drive (2pm) 

CrossWalk is published four times 
yearly by Christ Church,  
2304 Highway 17 North  
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29466.  

Tel: 843-884-9090.  
Visit us at christch.org, or send us 

an email at frontdesk@christch.org.  
 

Those interested are encouraged to 
submit photographs and 

manuscripts for publication. 
Submission of material implies the 

right to edit and publish  
all or in part. Submission deadline 

for the Fall 2017 newsletter is 
Monday, August 7.  

Submit .jpg or .doc files to 
khunter@christch.org. 
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EVENTS THIS QUARTER 

2017 Adult Confirmands, Reaffirmations, & Receptions 

Pictured on cover is Howard 

Harder with our weekend  

Meals on Wheels program that 

recently celebrated the 

200,000th Meal prepared by 

Christ Church volunteers.  

 

Meals are packed on the first 

and third Saturday of every 

month and prepared the 

preceding Thursday. For more 

information on how to get 

involved with this ministry, 

contact Howard at 
howard.harder@mainocean.com. 
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Dear Parish Family, 
  
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
The good folks at First Things magazine were 
recently promoting a conference on Marriage, and 
had this to say: 
  
“Marriage is the most natural thing. Every society 
puts it at the center of the male-female dance. 
There are different norms, different patterns, 
different rituals, but the basic idea remains the 
same. A permanent bond provides the stable basis 
for rearing children, a domestic sanctuary in a 
world that’s often hostile – and the blessed 
demands that come of sharing life with one 
another, rather than living for oneself. 
  
Marriage is the peace treaty in the war between the 
sexes. Without a strong culture of marriage, male-
female relations become more tentative, more 
exploitive, more rancorous, and more painful. 
  
The permanence of marriage – till death do us part 
– foreshadows the unbreakable bond of love that 
unites God to us in Christ. When we pledge our 
faithfulness to another on our wedding day, we’re 
mocking the changeableness of life, saying that we 
trust in the covenant of marriage to transcend the 
weakness of our flesh, the fickleness of our 
passions, and the fragility of our egos.” 
  
It strikes me that the person who wrote that has 
thought deeply about the nature and needs of 
people, about how the world is and what 
challenges its brings, and especially about the 
Christian understanding of marriage. 
  
I am writing to tell you about an opportunity at 
Christ Church to take one step toward being able 
to say that about ourselves: not that we are merely 
“for” something, or “against” something, or that we 
“do this,” but we “don’t do that,” but that we have 
thought more deeply about people, the world, and 
Christian marriage. 
  
 
 

The Diocesan Marriage 
Task Force, of which I am 
a member, was formed in 
January of 2015 to 
develop suggested 
congregational policies 
related to marriage, and 
to develop resources for 
understanding both the 
emerging secular 
understandings of 
marriage and, most 
importantly, our Church’s 
understanding of the 
meaning and purpose of 
marriage. 
  
To this last point, the Task Force has given every 
congregation in the diocese the DVD and Study 
Guide for Tim Keller’s The Meaning of Marriage to 
use as a congregation-wide learning experience. 
  
I’m inviting and encouraging all adults to 
participate in this study. This is not a “marriage 
enrichment course” (though some marrieds may 
find it has that effect for them!) Its subtitle is A 
Vision for Married and Single People. Canon Jim 
Lewis writes, “The focus of this material is to 
present for ALL parishioners – married, single, 
divorced, young, old, or unmarried – what the 
purpose and nature of Christian marriage is. 
Because marriage is an institution that touches all 
ages in multiple ways throughout our lives, this is 
a foundation everyone needs.” 
  
We will gather in the Parish Hall on Wednesdays at 
6:30pm beginning on September 13 through 
October 18 (6 weeks). 

Mark your calendars now and plan  

to attend! Registration opening for  

The Meaning of Marriage in mid-July. 
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In the spirit of Oscar Hammerstein, 
let me affirm that "June Is Bustin' 
Out All Over." Carousel--a musical 
known to many of our seniors--
was set in Maine, so the greening 
of the land fully showed itself later 
than here. Groups of our seniors 
have had a bloomin’ good time this 
Spring and look forward to Fall. 
  
Saints Alive--our ministry focused 
on our seniors--has been fully 
engaged recently. An outing to the 
Birds of Prey attraction, followed 
by lunch at Sewee, was well-
attended and exciting. We were 
fortunate to go when they released 
a bald eagle that had been in their 
care. 
  
 

The next Saints Alive event with 
Coastal Belles singing group 
tapped into music as good as 
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s songs 
for Carousel (remember "If I Loved 
You" and "You'll Never Walk 
Alone”?). 

 On September 14 we will have 
dinner and dancing in the Parish 
Hall, featuring--we hope--a dance 
instructor.  
  
A harbor cruise is planned for 
October 19, followed by a cooking 
demonstration with a professional 
chef on November 16. The aim on 
the latter is to give new ideas for 
Thanksgiving. 
  

While all Saint’s Alive events are 
designed to accommodate seniors 
(probably no sky-diving), all are 
welcome to attend. We hope you 
will join us at events that appeal to 
you--no matter what your age. 
  
Another aspect of senior life we 
want to develop is in teaching and 
learning. We welcome ideas for 
topics that would scratch an itch. 
  
Our thanks to Sheila and Jimmy 
Hutto--along with the planning 
committee--for spearheading 
Saints Alive. 
 

Fr. Jim Workman 
jworkman@christch.org 

 

ON THE MOVE 
WITH SAINTS ALIVE 
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Disciple III Remember Who You Are is the third study in 
the four-phase DISCIPLE program (the study does not 
require Disciple I or II as a prerequisite). The theme in 
this study is the connection between memory and 
identity as the people of God. We are a community of 
memory.  

This 32 week study will focus on the major and minor 
Old Testament prophets, with the exception of Daniel, 
and will then shift to the thirteen Letters of Paul.  The 
course will be held on Sunday evening’s beginning at 
6pm.  It will run from August 2017 until May 
2018.  Class size is limited to 18-20 people.  Please call 
the church office to sign up for this journey through the 
Bible. 

We asked former participants in the Disciple studies to 
reflect on their experience. Read these testimonies and 
catch the vision of what deeper discipleship might mean 
for you!  

“My general thoughts concerning Disciple can be 
summed up by the words connection and spiritual 
reinforcement. First, the weekly enrichment of the word 
shared with my brothers and sisters in Christ was the 
most beneficial aspect of Disciple. Christ continually 
strengthened me through the prayer and study of the 
small group. I truly enjoyed the Disciple class last year 
because we focused on specific books of the Bible while 
unpacking the meaning and spiritual guidance within 
the written word. The insights gained through class 
were helpful in sharing with others and personally 
encouraged my continued growth in Christ. I would 
recommend Disciple for any who are seeking a focused 
in-depth study of select books from the Bible and or 
desire to receive the benefits of small group life at Christ 
Church.” Gene Verzaal 
  
 
“On my jogging route, I've been watching the 
construction of a new house on one of those tall 
foundations.  Everything in the actual house depends on 
a solid foundation with precisely correct 
dimensions.  Without it, the house would be crooked 
and unstable, vulnerable to storms. It brought to mind 
the parable of the wise and foolish builders in Luke 6:46
-49.  "..everyone who comes to me and hears my 
words and puts them into practice, I will show you what 
they are like." The word(s) of God, heard and obeyed, are 
the foundation of a life that can survive floods and 
torrents. 
 
Jesus seemed to assume that large numbers of people 
would hear his words, and that the distinction would 
come in putting them into practice.  Perhaps it was true 
for his audience at the time. In the 18th and 19th 
centuries, our own culture sensed this truth and the 
study of scripture permeated education at all levels, 
church, and family life.  A literate person knew the 
Bible.  No longer. Now, as Christ-followers in a mostly 
secular culture, we each need to build that scriptural 
foundation.  Foundation building is hard work - there's a 
lot of digging and blasting.  You don't get very far on 15 
minutes per week of even the best preaching (which we 
are blessed with). 
 
The Disciple series is a excellent way to build. You study 
major portions of the scripture as best you can on your 
own for a couple of hours each week. Then, you come 
together with other foundation builders to help each 
other grow in understanding and obedience.  Come 
build with us.”   Gary Mullaney 
  
 
“For me, Disciple has given me a way to know God, not 
just know about God.  To understand Him in a deeper 
more intimate way as my Creator gave me a new insight 
into His will for me.  Through the Word, the participants, 
and the leaders, He spoke to us on many levels.  The 
more we learned, the more we hungered for more 
knowledge.”  Candy Solyan 

Disciple III 
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Thank you to all of our donors and business and 
family sponsors for the 4th Annual Tree Church 
Project 5K; it is because of this generous support 
that we raised another $20,000 to build churches in 
Kenya. The funds were wired in April to Bishop 
Qampicha Wario of the Diocese of Marsabit in the 
Angican Church of Kenya and were an Easter gift to 
the Christians in Goro Rukesa. In a recent 
communication Bishop Wario said, “Now, the next 
tree church project at Goro Rukesa will be an 
upgrade from a church meeting in a Christian's 
home for over the last five years. She shared her 
house as a church with believers for all those years 
disregarding all the inconveniences that comes 
with it. We thank God for the funds that has been 
raised recently towards Goro Rukesa. Fr. Ted we 
thank God for the faithful Christians at Christ 
Church under your godly leadership for standing 
with us and helping us provide decent places of 
worship for our Christians. Please give our Love 
and appreciation to the Christians for walking with 
us in this journey of faith and ministry. Together for 
Christ.”  
  
Here is a recap of the Christ Church Tree Church 
Project to date: 
 

Year 1  —  2014 
The proceeds from the first Tree Church Project 
went to build a church building for the Samburu 
Christians in the Isiolo Archdeaconry of Marsabit. 
This church was consecrated Christ Church Game 
in January 2015. 
  

Year 2  —  2015 
The second community to be the recipients of the 
Tree Church Project proceeds was the Borana 
people in Elebor in Sololo Archdeaconry. When they 
outgrew their tiny stick church they took to holding 
worship under an outcropping of rock. Christ 
Church Elebor was consecrated in 2016. 
  

Year 3  —  2016 
Maikona Church is an upgrade from a church 
gathering in a tiny, dilapidated, hot iron sheet made 
church at Maikona among the Gabra to a large, 
spacious permanent church building almost 
complete in Chalbi desert in Marsabit 
Archdeaconry.  
  

Year 4  —  2017 
Upgrading from a church meeting in a home of a 
Christian in Goro Rukesa over the last five years to 

TREE CHURCH UPDATE
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a permanent Church building to be commenced as 
soon as possible.  
   
We now have a vision for the next phase of the Tree 
Church Project. Now that four communities of 
Christians have new or upgraded buildings in which 
to worship, our plan is to swing back around to 
what has been planted, and target specific 
additional or ongoing construction needs in each of 
the four churches. If we achieve our goal again of 
$20,000 then each of the four existing Tree Church 
communities would get an additional $5,000. In this 
way we continue to fulfill the vision of Christ 
Church, “to form the life of Christ in all, equipping 
them to share the love of God with others.”  
  
Some possible ongoing construction and 
maintenance needs at each of the four churches 
we’ve help build include building a vicarage, 
funding a motorbike for ease of travel between 
churches in the Archdeaconry, and improvements 
to water systems.  
   
This next phase of the Tree Church Project starts 
now.  
 
 
 

We are assembling a Tree Church Project Board to 
assist in all aspects of the project and planning out 
the next few years. Please pray about this and let 
Robin Quick know if God is calling you to this 
ministry at Christ Church. 
 
• The date for the 2018 Tree Church 5K is 

Saturday March 3. 
• We will be rolling out registration, sponsorship 

and support opportunities soon. 
• We are working to put together a mission trip to 

the Diocese of Marsabit in August 2018 at the 
invitation of Bishop Qampicha: “We will be so 
glad to welcome a team of Missioners from 
Christ Church, Mt. Pleasant to our Diocese. It is 
quite in order to have you visit again and behold 
those churches you helped build, meet the 
Christians worshiping there and break the bread 
together. We are looking forward to that day 
with a lot of excitement. Karibu sana kwa 
Marsabit! “You are welcome back in Marsabit!” 
This trip will be for high school graduates and 
older. Please pray about this and let Robin 
Quick know of your interest.  

  
Robin Quick 

rquick@christch.org 

TREE CHURCH UPDATE 
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 What do a woman with nine 67% interest pay day 
loans, a man who doesn’t have a tooth in his mouth 
but dreams of becoming a motivational speaker, and 
a man with one leg who has been in a wheel chair for 
25 years have in common? 
  
They are Participants in the Next Step Programs 
currently operating on Johns Island at St John’s 
Anglican Church on Maybank Highway and in 
Charleston at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church on King 
Street.  The stories of these and many other Next 
Step Program Participants will soon be coming to us 
through Next Steps of East Cooper (NSES). 
  
Through Next Steps of South Carolina (NSSC), the 
Next Step Program organizes Christ-centered, 
mentoring ministry staffed by trained volunteers from 
congregations of numerous Cooperative Churches in 
the immediate area.  Like its sister Next Step 
Program Affiliates, NSEC will promote change, 
dignity, and self-reliance for our needy neighbors 
currently living in emotional, physical, and spiritual 
poverty.   NSEC is a truly self-help process, offered at 
no cost to our participants.   NSEC is a “hand-up”, not 
a “hand-out”, program taken in small, incremental 
steps. 
  

In Next Steps of Johns Island (NSJI), serving people 
in poverty on Johns and Wadmalaw Islands and the 
Red Top Area, Janice had nine payday loans, each 
with loan shark interest rates of up to 67%.  Her 
requisite payments were far in excess of her income 
as a hotel housekeeper.  She had let her “wants” get 
ahead of her “needs” and fallen into some serious 
financial trouble.  NSJI Mentors, consulting with pro-
bono attorneys, expert in this area of payday lending, 
are helping Janice declare bankruptcy to escape 
these loans.  That will be a burden she will have to 
carry for years to come but it is a much better 
alternative to the financial slavery she would face 
trying to pay back these loans with her meager 
earnings. 
  
In Next Steps of Barnabas Ministries (NSBM), serving 
people in poverty (mostly homeless men) on the 
Charleston peninsula, a homeless man named Franke 
scheduled a meeting with NSBM Mentors to discuss 
his future.  As with all Participants, his Mentors 
opened their conversation with Franke in prayer and 
then began a methodical review of his life in terms of 
education, employment, health, housing, dependents, 
and much more.  After their first 45 minutes together, 
the Mentors could take a snapshot of where Franke 
had come from, where he was , and where he needed 

Next Steps of east cooper 
ARTICLE submitted by deacon ed dyckman 
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to go.  They proceeded 
to translate each of 
Franke’s fears into 
hopes, and each hope 
into a goal.  As with all 
Next Step Program 
Participants, no goals 
are too high—they just 
contain more steps.  In 
Franke’s case, he 
wanted to become a 
motivational speaker 
but didn’t have a tooth 
in his mouth.  Using 
the 2-1-1 Hotline 
Database, which 
contains 1,200 
employment and 
social services in the 
tri-county area, the 
Mentors referred 
Franke to Catholic 

Charities and NSBM 
paid the $50 copay so 
that Franke could 
receive upper and lower 

dentures.  Then they helped him get into a Toast 
Masters class and he was on his way to becoming 
a motivational speaker. 
  
Back to NSJI, Curtis had been discharged from the 
US Military over 30 years ago and began riding a 
motorcycle.  A few years later he was involved in a 
near-fatal accident and, as a result, lost his 
leg.  For whatever reason, he ended up in a wheel 
chair for the next 25 years, without any income, and 
became impoverished emotionally, physically, and 
spiritually. One day he met a Mentor from NSJI who 
herself had just received a prosthetic leg and she 
helped him get one as well.  Then he enrolled in 
NSJI and the Mentors started working on Curtis’ 
other life-improving goals.  First, because he didn’t 
want to return to the local homeless shelter 
because he feared people would steal his 
prosthetic leg and sell it for scrap as he slept, they 
were able to get Curtis into a VA homeless 
shelter.  Then the Mentors worked with Curtis to 
get his military record expunged so that he could 
begin receiving a small veteran’s pension. Finally, 

the Mentors and Curtis got him a job in the VA 
answering telephones.  Curtis is now employed and 
literally “standing on his own two feet.” 
 
These are the stories of all the people we help, to 
help themselves, through the Next Step 
Program.  Next Steps is an initiative of our 
Diocese’s Department of Social Ministries.  Our 
Next Step vision is “Transforming lives through 
Jesus Christ, one conversation at a time.”  The 
conversations take place each week at our Next 
Step Program Affiliates where we help from 15-20 
people make positive changes in their lives one 
conversation at a time, one prayer at a time, and 
one step at a time.  Our website is 
www.NextStepSC.org and under “videos” you can 
see Franke’s testimony entitled “NSBM Participant 
Franke” and you can see Curtis in the 55-59 second 
section of the 1 minute 15 second video entitled 
“Welcome to Next Steps of Johns Island.” 
 God-willing, we will open  NSEC this summer at 
two area churches.  The first is St. Andrew’s 
Anglican Church in south Mount Pleasant and the 
second will be Christ Church in north Mount 
Pleasant. From seven area churches, we already 
have 40 trained volunteers, but need 50 to operate 
the two locations.   NSEC will serve our neighbors 
in need on Fridays from 3-7pm at St. Andrew’s and 
Christ Church from 9am-2pm on Tuesdays.   
  
The Next Step Program transforms the lives of 
participants and volunteers alike.  Participants 
begin to realize the full potential with which God 
created them to live.  Volunteers lives change as 
they realize who their neighbors really are—not just 
faceless people they pass on the street, but rather 
people whom they can help to find a new life 
emotionally, physically, and spiritually.  By praying 
with, sharing our faith with, and inviting 
participants to our churches, we hope not only to 
save lives but to save souls through the Next Step 
Program.  As part of Christ Church’s one great 
purpose, “Go and Make Disciples” (Matthew 28:19),  
NSEC will be doing just that.  The Christ Church 
Outreach Committee earlier this year accepted  
NSEC as a ministry we will promote.  Come and be 
a part of this new ministry in our community.  

DEACON ED DYCKMAN IS THE CHAIR FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL MINISTIRES FOR THE DIOCESE OF SOUTH 
CAROLINA AND THE NEXT STEPS SOUTH CAROLINA COORDINATOR. ED CAN BE REACHED AT 843.367.5647 OR 

DYCKMAN.EDWARD@GMAIL.COM. HE AND HIS WIFE, LUCY, ARE MEMBERS OF CHRIST CHURCH. 
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In 1994, Katie Roberts began her first 
year at the Day School. It was also 
Christ Church’s first year to have an 
early childhood program in Mount 
Pleasant. Not often can a school or any 
institution these days say that a person 
has dedicated that much of her life to a 
single purpose at one place, but Katie 
can! After 23 years at Christ Church, 
Katie Roberts retired this May to spend 
time with her husband and care for her 
family farm. For so many of us, Katie 
was our first introduction to preschool 
as we nervously handed over our 
toddlers to her loving hands. Over the 
years, she created so many memories 
with amazing thematic units. Many of 
you may remember your child’s joy 
when receiving a gold medal during the 
toddler Olympics unit or happily 
bringing home a jar of homemade 
butter during the farm unit. She even 

collected turkey feathers at her farm for 
the children to wear during the 
Thanksgiving parade. Most importantly, 
Katie always included God in the 
wonders of these childhood 
experiences. Since that first school 
year, Katie Roberts has taught over 550 
children, and to this day, she still has a 
roster containing every name of every 
child she has had in her classroom. 
Katie Roberts has been a great blessing 
to Christ Church Day School and our 
Mount Pleasant community. We thank 
her for her many years of love and 
dedication! 
   
Maria Crowley, Katie’s assistant and a 
Clemson graduate, will become the 5 
day 2’s teacher with Michele Talley 
assisting. Together, these ladies have a 
tremendous amount of experience, 
talent & love to share. 

Celebrating KATIE  
ROBERTS Celebrating 
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When I was promoted to Director of Children’s 
Ministries, on of my first “jobs” was to recruit 
volunteers, I was very blessed to have a positive 
response of everyone that I asked. Shannon McAlister, 
Johanna Owens, Amy Hardee and Charles and 
Courtney Hazelrigg became part of the Children’s 
Ministries volunteer family. They all dedicated their time 
and hearts into these children every Sunday. To watch 
them “take it and roll with it” was amazing. We all were 
together to watch a series called “What’s in the Bible” 
and then they would break out into small groups to 
where they could dive deeper into the lesson. The 
bonds that I watched develop and the trust that I saw in 
these children’s eyes was definitely the work of the 
Holy Spirit. 
  

Volunteering is so much more impactful then many may 
think. I know it is less than an hour (40 minutes, to be 
exact) a week but you get to share the love of our Lord 
with these eager children. Forty minutes a week can 

change a child. In today’s times, our schedules are 
packed with school, work, sports, band, chorus, tutors, 
dance, etc. Although these are all important in our lives, 
we tend to forget to save some time for Who is one that 
created it all. Volunteering your time with our children is 
one way to show His love. 1 Peter 4:10 says “Each one 
should use whatever gift he has received to serve 
others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its 
various forms”. 
  

I want to say Thank you, from the bottom of my heart, 
to Shannon, Johanna, Amy, Charles, Courtney and the 
youth helpers for your dedication. I also would like to 
Thank all of you who volunteer in the nursery (you 
know who you are). If you feel the nudge to volunteer, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me. We would be 
Blessed to have you join us! 

 
Kelli Baker 
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