


In preparation for the service, we invite your quiet prayers and ask that you please silence your
cell phone.

Please keep glow sticks for Silent Night at the end of the service.

PRELUDE Away in a Manger and The Little Drummer Boy                                           Soloist: Alicia Tabor     
                     He Shall Feed His Flock (Handel)                                                              Soloist: Lauren Crawford 

(Please stand.)

THE OPENING HYMN Hymnal 66 Come, thou long expected Jesus 
     Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
     From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 
     Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art:
     Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.
 
     Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king,
     Born to reign in us for ever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
     By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
     By thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.
 
(Please be seated and remain so throughout the duration of the Pageant and hymns)
 
THE  FIRST READING Luke 1:26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name
was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she
was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,
and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” And
Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” And the angel answered her, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old
age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For
nothing will be impossible with God.” And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be
to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

MUSIC Light of the World (Galbraith)                            

THE  SECOND READING Luke 2:1-7
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This
was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each
to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came
for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 



HYMN Hymnal 101 Away in a manger
     Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
     The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
     The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
     The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
 
     The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
     But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
     I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
     And stay by my side until morning is nigh.
 
     Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
     Close by me forever, and love me I pray.
     Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
     And fit us for heaven to live with thee there.  
 
THE  THIRD READING Luke 2:8-14
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped
in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among
those with whom he is pleased!”
 
HYMN Hymnal 96 Angels we have heard on high
     Angels we have heard on high, singing sweetly through the night,
     And the mountains in reply echoing their brave delight.

     Refrain
     Gloria in excelsis Deo.
     Gloria in excelsis Deo.
  
     Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why these songs of happy cheer?
     What great brightness did you see? What glad tidings did you hear? (Refrain)
  
     Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing;
     Come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. (Refrain)

     See him in a manger laid whom the angels praise above;
     Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while we raise our hearts in love. (Refrain)



THE FOURTH READING Matthew 2:1-11
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men
from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so
it is written by the prophet: “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when
you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” After listening to the
king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before
them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and
they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh.
 
HYMN Hymnal 128 (vss. 1-3) We three kings of Orient are      
     We three kings of Orient are,
     Bearing gifts we traverse afar,
     Field and fountain, moor and mountain,
     Following yonder star.

     Refrain
     O star of wonder, star of night,
     Star with royal beauty bright;
     Westward leading, still proceeding,
     Guide us to thy perfect light!
 
     Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain,
     Gold I bring to crown him again,
     King for ever ceasing never
     Over us all to reign. (Refrain)

     Frankincense to offer have I:
     Incense owns a Diety nigh;
     Prayer and praising gladly raising,
     Worship him, God Most High. (Refrain)

THE FIFTH READING Galatians 4:3-7
In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the
world. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under
the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And
because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So
you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
 



HYMN Rejoice 82 God of Grace
     God of grace, amazing wonder, irresistible and free;
     Oh, the miracle of mercy, Jesus reaches down to me.
     God of grace, I stand in wonder as my God restores my soul,
     His own blood has paid my ransom, awesome cost to make me whole.

     God of grace, who loved and knew me long before the world began;
     Sent my Savior down from heaven, perfect God and perfect man.
     God of grace, I trust in Jesus, I’m accepted as His own.
     Every day new grace sustains me as I lean on Him alone.

     God of grace, I stand astounded, cleansed, forgiven and secure.
     All my fears are now confounded and my hope is ever sure.
     God of grace, now crowned in glory, where one day I’ll see your face;
     And forever I’ll adore You in your everlasting grace.

THE HOMILY The Rev. Ted Duvall, Rector

(Please stand.)

THE NICENE CREED
Celebrant: Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

Celebrant and People
We believe in one God, 
   the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, 
   of all that is, visible and invisible. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
   the only-begotten Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, 
   God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, 
   begotten, not made, 
   of one Being with the Father; 
   through him all things were made. 
   For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
   and was made man. 
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
   On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 



   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
   We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(Please kneel.)

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
When all things were lying in peace and silence, and night in her swift course was half spent, your
all powerful word, O Lord, leapt from your royal throne in heaven.
People: Alleluia.

Father, in this holy night your Son our Savior was born in human likeness; sanctify our humanity,
and renew your Church as the body of Christ. Lord, in your mercy.
People: Hear our prayer.

In this holy night Christians the world over celebrate your Son’s birth: open our hearts that he may
be born in us anew. Lord, in your mercy.
People: Hear our prayer.

In this holy night there was no room for your Son in the inn: in your love protect those who have
no home and all who live in poverty. Lord in your mercy.
People: Hear our prayer.

In this holy night Mary, through long painful hours, brought your Son to birth: watch with those
who work, or watch, or weep tonight. Lord, in your mercy.
People: Hear our prayer.

In this holy night your Son came as a light shining in the darkness: come to all who are in darkness,
in doubt or despair, in loneliness or in fear tonight. Lord, in your mercy.
People: Hear our prayer.

In this holy night shepherds in the field heard good tidings of great joy: renew our hope, kindle our
joy, and send us out to share the good news with others. Lord, in your mercy.
People: Hear our prayer.

In this holy night the angels sang of peace on earth: strengthen those who work for peace and
justice in all the world. Lord, in your mercy.
People: Hear our prayer.

In this holy night strangers found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger: bless our
families and all whom we love, and open our hearts to those who have no family. Lord, in your
mercy.
People: Hear our prayer.



In this holy night heaven came down to earth, and earth was raised up to heaven: bring all who
have died in the hope of heaven to your eternal joy. Lord, in your mercy. 
People: Hear our prayer.

In this holy night angels and shepherds worshipped at the manger: accept the worship we offer in
the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph her spouse, the apostles and prophets, saints
and martyrs of every age, and of all our brothers and sisters living and departed; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
Celebrant: Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, our only Mediator
and Advocate, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen. 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SIN
Deacon: Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 

Silence

Most merciful God, 
    we confess that we have sinned against you 
    in thought, word, and deed, 
    by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
    we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
    have mercy on us and forgive us; 
    that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
    to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of
sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring
you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMFORTABLE WORDS
The Celebrant then says

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

(Please stand.)

THE PEACE
Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And with your spirit.



(Please be seated.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE OFFERTORY
Celebrant: Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, “It is more blessed to give
than to receive.” Acts 20:35 

OFFERTORY SONG Adore (Galbraith)

(Please stand.)

DOXOLOGY Rejoice 3 Praise God from whom all blessings flow
     Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
     Praise Him all creatures here below.
     Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.
     Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
     Rejoice! Rejoice! 
     Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel

All children are invited into the sanctuary for a child-friendly explanation of what we are doing
each and every week as we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. A parent is welcome to come forward with
the child, if necessary.

THE SURSUM CORDA
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with your spirit. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who,
by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary his mother, was made truly man, yet without the stain of
sin, that we might be cleansed from sin and given the right to become your children. Therefore we
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

THE SANCTUS Hymnal S-130 Holy, holy, holy Lord
     Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
     Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
     Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
     Hosanna in the highest.
     Hosanna in the highest.
     Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
     Hosanna in the highest.
     Hosanna in the highest.



THE ACCLAMATION
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Please kneel.)
Celebrant: And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:

Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
   hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
    on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
    who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

THE FRACTION 
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The children return to their seats and come forward with their family for the Ministration 
of Communion.

THE MINISTRATION OF COMMUNION
Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

COMMUNION MEDITATION In the Bleak Midwinter (Catherwood)

COMMUNION HYMN Rejoice 89 Fullness of Grace
     Fullness of grace in man’s human frailty, this is the wonder of Jesus.
     Laying aside his power and glory, humbly He entered our world.
     Chose the path of the meanest worth; scandal of a virgin birth.
     Born in a stable, cold and rejected; here lies the hope of the world.

     Fullness of grace, the love of the Father shown in the face of Jesus.
     Stooping to bear the weight of humanity, walking the Calvary road.
     Christ the holy Innocent took our sin and punishment.
     Fullness of God, despised and rejected; crushed for the sins of the world.

     



     Fullness of hope in Christ we had longed for, Promise of God in Jesus.
     Through his obedience we are forgiven, opening the floodgates of heaven.
     All our hopes and dreams we bring gladly as an offering.
     Fullness of life and joy unspeakable; God’s gift in love to the world.

(Please kneel.)

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Heavenly Father, 
We thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
    of the most precious Body and Blood 
    of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
    and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
    that we are living members of the body of your Son, 
    and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
    to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
    be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE BLESSING
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you His
peace and favor; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon
you and remain with you forever. Amen.

(Please stand.)

THE CLOSING HYMN Hymnal 111 Silent night (with glow sticks) 
     Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
     Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild,
     Sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace.
 
     Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight,
     Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
     Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!
 
     Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light
     Radiant beams from thy holy face,
     With the dawn of redeeming grace,
     Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

 



THE DISMISSAL
Deacon: Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. 
People: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Joy to the World (Smith)
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