


In preparation for the service, we invite your quiet prayers and ask that you please silence your
cell phone.

PRELUDE In the Bleak Midwinter (Boyles)

(Please stand.)

THE OPENING HYMN Hymnal 102 Once in royal David’s city
     Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
     Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed:
     Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

     He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all,
     And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall;
     With the poor, the scorned, the lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.

     We, like Mary, rest confounded that a stable should display
     Heaven’s Word, the world’s creator, cradled there on Christmas Day,
     Yet this child, our Lord and brother, brought us love for one another.

     For he is our lifelong pattern; daily, when on earth he grew,
     He was tempted, scorned, rejected, tears and smiles like us he knew.
     Thus he feels for all our sadness, and he shares in all our gladness.

     And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love;
     For that child who seemed so helpless is our Lord in heaven above;
     And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

     Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing round,  
     We shall see him; but in heaven, where his saints his throne surround:
     Christ, revealed to faithful eye, set at God’s right hand on high.

BIDDING PRAYER
Celebrant: Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmas Eve our care and delight to prepare ourselves to
hear again the message of the angels: in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this
thing which is come to pass, and with the Magi adore the Child lying in his Mother's arms.

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of
our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child; and let us make this
church glad with our carols of praise.

But first, standing, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the
earth; for unity and brotherhood within the Church he came to build: And let us at this time
remember in his name the poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick
in body and in mind and them that mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little
children; and all who know not the loving kindness of God.

 



Lastly let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a
greater light, that multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh,
and with whom we for evermore are one. These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the
throne of heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath taught us:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant: The Almighty God bless us with his grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting life: and
unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.

(Please be seated.)

FIRST LESSON Genesis 3:8–19                                                                                              Reader: Genny Shelley
And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But
the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of
you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you
that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man
said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the
Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent
deceived me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are
you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you
shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” To the woman
he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children.
Your desire shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule over you.” And to Adam he said,
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I
commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat
of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the
plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for
out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

CAROL Comfort My People (Handel)                                                                                         Soloist: Jady Koch

SECOND LESSON Isaiah 11:1–3a; 4a; 6–9                                                                       Reader: John Dougherty
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of
counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. And his delight shall be in the
fear of the Lord. But with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the
meek of the earth. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the
young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead
them.  The cow  and the bear shall graze;  their young shall lie down together;   and the lion shall eat 



straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall
put his hand on the adder's den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

HYMN Hymnal 81 Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming
     Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!
     Of Jesse’s lineage coming as seers of old have sung.
     It came, a blossom bright, 
     Amid the cold of winter, when half spent was the night.

     Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind,
     With Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother kind.
     To show God’s love aright,
     She bore to us a Savior, when half spent was the night.

     O Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
     Dispel in glorious splendor the darkness everywhere;
     True man, yet very God,
     From sin and death now save us, and share our every load.

THIRD LESSON Luke 1:26–35; 38                                                                                                Reader: Judy Hood
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name
was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she
was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,
and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” And
Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” And the angel answered her, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the
Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

CAROL And the Glory of the Lord (Handel)                                                                         Christ Church Choir

FOURTH LESSON Luke 2:1–7                                                         Reader: Dr. Levi Henkel, Director of Music
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This
was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each
to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be
registered with Mary,  his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came 



for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

HYMN Hymnal 79 O little town of Bethlehem
     O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
     Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
     Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;
     The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

     For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above,
     While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
     O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth!
     And praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth.

     How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!
     So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
     No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,
     Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

     Where children pure and happy pray to the blessed Child,
     Where misery cries out to thee, Son of the mother mild;
     Where charity stands watching and faith holds wide the door,
     The dark night wakes, the glory breaks, and Christmas comes once more.

     O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
     Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.
     We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
     O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

FIFTH LESSON Luke 2:8-20                                                                                      Reader: Deacon Joyce Harder
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by
night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped
in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among
those with whom he is pleased!” When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby
lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them
concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 



Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

THE SERMON The Rev. Ted Duvall, Rector

(Please kneel.)

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION OF SIN
Deacon: Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 

Silence

Most merciful God, 
    we confess that we have sinned against you 
    in thought, word, and deed, 
    by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
    we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
    have mercy on us and forgive us; 
    that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
    to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of
sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to him, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring
you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COMFORTABLE WORDS
Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners. (1 Timothy 1:15) 

(Please stand.)

THE PEACE
Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And with your spirit.

(Please be seated.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE OFFERTORY
Celebrant: Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, “It is more blessed to give
than to receive.” Acts 20:35 



OFFERTORY CAROL Rise up, Shepherds (Price and Besig)                                           Christ Church Choir

(Please stand.)

DOXOLOGY Rejoice 3 Praise God from whom all blessings flow
     Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
     Praise Him all creatures here below.
     Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.
     Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
     Rejoice! Rejoice! 
     Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel

THE SURSUM CORDA
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with your spirit. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who,
by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary his mother, was made truly man, yet without the stain of
sin, that we might be cleansed from sin and given the right to become your children. Therefore we
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

THE SANCTUS Hymnal S-130 Holy, holy, holy Lord
     Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
     Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
     Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
     Hosanna in the highest.
     Hosanna in the highest.
     Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
     Hosanna in the highest.
     Hosanna in the highest.

THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we
had sinned against you and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent your only
Son Jesus Christ into the world for our salvation. By the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary he became
flesh and dwelt among us. In obedience to your will, he stretched out his arms upon the Cross and
offered himself once for all, that by his suffering and death we might be saved. By his resurrection
he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan under his feet. As our great high priest, he
ascended to your right hand in glory, that we might come with confidence before the throne of
grace.



For on the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body, which is given
for you: Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and
for many, for the forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
and we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son
Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily receive this holy Sacrament, and be made one
body with him, that he may dwell in us and we in him. In the fullness of time, put all things in
subjection under your Christ, and bring us with all your saints into the joy of your heavenly
kingdom, where we shall see our Lord face to face. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

(Please kneel.)

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Celebrant: And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:

Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
   hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
    on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
    who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.



THE FRACTION 
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

THE MINISTRATION OF COMMUNION
Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

COMMUNION MEDITATION ES IST EIN ROSE (Young)

COMMUNION HYMN  Rejoice 89 Fullness of Grace
     Fullness of grace in man’s human frailty, this is the wonder of Jesus.
     Laying aside his power and glory, humbly He entered our world.
     Chose the path of the meanest worth; scandal of a virgin birth.
     Born in a stable, cold and rejected; here lies the hope of the world.

     Fullness of grace, the love of the Father shown in the face of Jesus.
     Stooping to bear the weight of humanity, walking the Calvary road.
     Christ the holy Innocent took our sin and punishment.
     Fullness of God, despised and rejected; crushed for the sins of the world.

     Fullness of hope in Christ we had longed for, Promise of God in Jesus.
     Through his obedience we are forgiven, opening the floodgates of heaven.
     All our hopes and dreams we bring gladly as an offering.
     Fullness of life and joy unspeakable; God’s gift in love to the world.

THE SPREADING OF THE CHRIST LIGHT
When spreading the Light, keep the lighted candle vertical and bring the unlighted candle from the
side in order to keep the wax from dripping.

(Please kneel.)

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Heavenly Father, 
We thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
  of the most precious Body and Blood 
  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
  and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
  that we are living members of the body of your Son, 
  and heirs of your eternal Kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
  to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
  be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 



HYMN Hymnal 111 Silent night (kneeling)
     Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
     Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild,
     Sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace.
 
     Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight,
     Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
     Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!
 
     Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light
     Radiant beams from thy holy face,
     With the dawn of redeeming grace,
     Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

 
SIXTH LESSON John 1:1-14                                                                          Reader: The Rev. Ted Duvall, Rector
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made
that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He
came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not
the light, but came to bear witness about the light. The true light, which gives light to everyone,
was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the
world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all
who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

At the introduction of “O come, all ye faithful” you may extinguish your candle.

(Please stand.)

THE CLOSING HYMN Hymnal 83 O come, all ye faithful
     O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
     O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
     Come, and behold him, born the King of angels;

 
     Refrain
     O come, let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
     O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord.

     God from God, Light from Light eternal,
     Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
     Only-begotten Son of the Father; (Refrain)

    



      Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
      Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
      Glory to God, glory in the highest; (Refrain)

     See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle,
     Leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze;
     We too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; (Refrain)

     Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger,
     We would embrace thee, with love and awe;
     Who would not love thee, loving us so dearly? (Refrain)

     Yea, Lord we greet thee, born this happy morning;
     Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
     Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; (Refrain)

THE DISMISSAL
Deacon: Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. 
People: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Joy to the World (Smith)
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