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THE  SUNDAY  OF  THE  PASSION :  PALM  SUNDAY

Sunday Worship



THE LITURGY OF THE PALMS
 
Opening Acclamation                     
Officiant:  Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
People:  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
 
Officiant:  Let us pray.
 
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the
contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
 
Matthew 21:1-11
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two
disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied,
and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The
Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet,
saying,  “Say to the daughter of Zion,  ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,  humble, and mounted on a
donkey,  on a colt,  the foal of a beast of burden.’”  The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed
them. They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. Most of the
crowd  spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the
road. And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of
David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna  in the highest!” And when he entered
Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds said, “This is the prophet
Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”  
 
Officiant:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Officiant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
 
It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was
proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let
these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail
him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you
and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
 
Officiant:  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
People:  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Officiant:  Let us go forth in peace;
People:  In the name of Christ. Amen.



Opening Song All glory, laud and honor
      (Refrain)
      All glory, laud, and honor to thee, Redeemer, King!
      To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.
 
      Thou art the King of Israel, thou David’s royal Son,
      Who in the Lord’s Name comest, the King and Blessed One. (Refrain)
 
      The people of the Hebrews with palms before thee went;
      Our praise and prayers and anthems before thee we present. (Refrain)
 
      To thee before thy passion they sang their hymns of praise;
      To thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise. (Refrain)
 
The Collect of the Day 
Officiant:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Officiant:  Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our Savior Jesus
Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of his great
humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen. 
 
Introduction to the Passion of Our Lord
 
THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW
 
Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, “What will you
give me if I deliver him over to you?” And they paid him thirty pieces of silver. And from that moment he
sought an opportunity to betray him.
 
Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where will you have us
prepare for you to eat the Passover?” He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The
Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” And the
disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover.
 
When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. And as they were eating, he said, “Truly, I say to
you, one of you will betray me.” And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another,
“Is it I, Lord?” He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me. The Son of
Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have
been better for that man if he had not been born.” Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?”
He said to him, “You have said so.”
 
 
 



Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and
said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them,
saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins. I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new
with you in my Father's kingdom.”
 
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to them, “You will
all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock
will be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” Peter answered him, “Though
they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.” Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night,
before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I
will not deny you!” And all the disciples said the same. 
 
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here, while I go
over there and pray.” And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and
troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.”
And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping.
And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter
into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again, for the second time, he went
away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” And again he came
and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for
the third time, saying the same words again. Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and
take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”
 
While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords and
clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying,
“The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!”
And he kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they came up and laid hands
on Jesus and seized him. And behold, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his
sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword
back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to
my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then should the
Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?” At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out as
against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you
did not seize me. But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all
the disciples left him and fled.
 
Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders had
gathered. And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and going
inside he sat with the guards to see the end. Now the chief priests and the whole council were seeking false
testimony against Jesus that they might put him to death, but they found none, though many false
witnesses came forward. At last two came forward and said, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the
temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’” And the high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer
to make? What is it that these men testify against you?” But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said 
 



 to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You
have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and
coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy.
What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your judgment?” They
answered, “He deserves death.” Then they spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped him, saying,
“Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that struck you?”
 
Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, “You also were
with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you mean.” And
when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man
was with Jesus of Nazareth.” And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.” After a little
while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent betrays
you.” Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately
the rooster crowed. And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me
three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.
 
When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him
to death. And they bound him and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate the governor.
 
Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind and brought back the
thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent
blood.” They said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” And throwing down the pieces of silver into the
temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself. But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said,
“It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is blood money.” So they took counsel and bought
with them the potter's field as a burial place for strangers. Therefore that field has been called the Field of
Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took
the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel, and
they gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord directed me.”
 
Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus
said, “You have said so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. Then
Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?” But he gave him no answer,
not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.
 
Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they
wanted. And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when they had gathered, Pilate said to
them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” For he knew that
it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his
wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of
him today in a dream.” Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and
destroy Jesus. The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And
they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all
said, “Let him be crucified!” And he said, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let
him be crucified!”
 
 
 



So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves.” And all
the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” Then he released for them Barabbas, and
having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.
 
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters, and they gathered the whole
battalion before him. And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and twisting together a crown of
thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him,
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. And
when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him
away to crucify him.
 
As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his cross.
And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to
drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they
divided his garments among them by casting lots. Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. And
over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Then two
robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. And those who passed by derided
him, wagging their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save
yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” So also the chief priests, with the scribes
and elders, mocked him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him
come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he
desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled
him in the same way.
 
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth
hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And one
of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to
drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” And Jesus cried out again
with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.
 
And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the
rocks were split. The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were
raised, and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to
many. When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake
and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”
 
There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee,
ministering to him, among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the
mother of the sons of Zebedee.
 
 
 
 
 
 



When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of
Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. And
Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had
cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.
 
The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate
and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’
Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and
tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” Pilate said to
them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” So they went and made the tomb
secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.
 
The Sermon The Rev. Ted Duvall, Rector

Hymn What wondrous love is this
      What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!
      What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
      What wondrous love is this 
      That caused the Lord of bliss 
      To lay aside his crown for my soul, 
      For my soul, to lay aside his crown for my soul.
 
      To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing,
      To God and to the Lamb, I will sing.

To God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM,
While millions join the theme,
I will sing, I will sing,
While millions join the theme I will sing.
 
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on,
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on.
And when from death I'm free
I'll sing and joyful be, 
And through eternity I'll sing on,
I'll sing on, and through eternity I'll sing on. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



The Prayers of the People Form II
In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud.
 
I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishop(s); for this gathering; and for all
ministers and people. Pray for the Church.
 
Silence 
 
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. Pray for
justice and peace. 
 
Silence
 
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. Pray for those in
any need or trouble.

Silence
 
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. Pray that they may find and be
found by him.
 
Silence
 
I ask your prayers for the departed [especially____]. Pray for those who have died.
 
Silence
 
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored [especially____whom we
remember today]. Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.
 
Silence
 
Lord we thank you for blessing us with the East Cooper Faith Network, consisting of the I-Beam, Fix-It
Forum, and Summer Camp ministries. We pray for your blessing upon all members of Christ Church who
participate in these ministries, especially our I-Beam reader-mentors, and the Men of Christ Church
through the Fix-It Forum. We ask that you always use Christ Church to be a powerful means through which
you bless the East Cooper Community. 
 
O mighty and most merciful God, in this time of the coronavirus pandemic and all other perils of our world,
we flee to you for strength and protection.  Deliver us, we beseech you, from our peril; give skill and success
to all those who minister to the sick, by prospering the means made use of for their care and cure; and
grant that, perceiving how frail and uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts to that heavenly wisdom
which leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   - 1928 Book of Common Prayer, adapted
 
Silence.



Concluding Collect
Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in heaven and on earth: Grant
that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this fellowship of love and prayer, and know
ourselves to be surrounded by their witness to your power and mercy. We ask this for the sake of Jesus
Christ, in whom all our intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit, and who lives and reigns for ever
and ever. Amen.
 
Confession of Sin and Absolution
Deacon:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Officiant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace 
Officiant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:  And also with you.
 
Announcements
 
Closing Song How Great Thou Art
      O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder
      Consider all the worlds thy hands have made,
      I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
      Thy power throughout the universe displayed.
 

(Refrain)
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee:
How great Thou art,
How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee:
How great Thou art,
How great Thou art!

      
      And when I think that God his Son not sparing,

Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin. (Refrain)

  
The Blessing
 
The Dismissal 
Officiant:  Let us bless the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.



Prayers of the People
Howard Althen

Phyllis & Gerry Althen
John Auld

Jan Aydlette
Bernie & Linda Baker

Pat Barrie
Scott Barrie

Joshua Bellacicco
Anne Belser
John Bond

Bill Cantrell
Brooke Carter

Scott Coker
Frank Collins

Belle Croft
Elvis Family

Fisher Family
Kim Flint

Forte Family 
Ann & Andrew Furmanchik

Chris Goodson
Richard Gray

Hansen Family
Jami Hemmenway

Doug & Ginny Henderson
Penny & Kelly Jenkins

Libby Lewis
Jeff McEldowney & Family

Bill & Louise Miller
Pat & Wayne Outlaw

Bruce Padgett
Patterson Family

Louise Perry
Gary & Ellen Pruitt

Joe Quick
Debbie Sweeney

Gary White
Patricia White & Family

Nancy Willms

Expectant Mothers
Anne Marion
Amanda Sito

 
Homebound

Frances Cheatham
Pat McCullough

Sarah Miller
Becky Tuten
Grace Young

 
Deployed Military

Brian Boyer
Michael Dean

Mary Emily Slott

 
Are you or a family member in need of

prayer? Please contact the Church
Office at 843.884.9090 or email

khunter@christch.org to be added to
the Prayer List for 60 days.

Please pray for all men and women
serving in the military; and for Bishop

Qampicha and the Diocese of
Marsabit, Kenya, especially our Tree

Church Partners in Game, Elebor,
Maikona, Goro Rukesa, and Badasa;
and for our Haitian partners in the

Church of the Holy Spirit. 


