


Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly 
wills and affections of  sinners: Grant your people grace to 
love what you command and desire what you promise; that, 
among the swift and varied changes of  the world, our hearts 
may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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 . . . being a gay man or lesbian entails far more than sexual behavior
alone . . . [it entails] a whole mode of being-in-the-world.
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Paiens unt tort e Chrestianes unt dreit
Chanson de Roland
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I. INTRODUCTION

 

Like the ancient pagan Sodomites pounding on the door of Lot’s house
millennia ago, the modern gay movement is gathering at the doors of our
churches, our academies, and our once traditionally “Christian” culture, de-
manding entrance and full recognition. Notable scholar David A. J. Clines,
professor of OT at She¯eld University, for one, appears ready to lay down
the welcome mat. He wrote in 1998: “. . . [though] queer theory has yet to
show its face at the SBL [Society of Biblical Literature],
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 gayness is chal-
lenging . . . all that we hold dear. When we begin to redraw the alterity map,
the boundaries between same and diˆerent . . . we ˜nd ourselves having to
think through everything, and not just sexuality, from scratch.”
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 Clines, who
not long ago was known for his conservative theological position, illustrates
how far acceptance of the gay movement has come in recent years, even
among those from strongly Biblical backgrounds.

This movement has come a long way fast. It will not go away soon, I
believe, because it is so intimately tied to deep changes in modern society,
in particular those associated with philosophical postmodernism.
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J. Michael Clark, “Gay Spirituality,” in 

 

Spirituality and the Secular Quest

 

 (ed. Peter H. Van
Ness; New York: Crossroads/Herder, 1996) 335.
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Translation: “Pagans are wrong, Christians are right.” The classical theological notion of the
antithesis can thus be dated at least to eleventh-century France.
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Since it is already ubiquitous in the sister organization, the American Academy of Religion,
the appearance of “Queer theory” amongst the Bible scholars of SBL is surely only a matter of
time, as Clines suggests.
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D. J. A. Clines, “From Salamanca to Cracow: SBL International Meetings,” in 

 

On the Way to
the Postmodern,

 

 Volume 1 (She¯eld, UK: She¯eld Academic Press, 1998) 169.

 

5Ù

 

Signi˜cantly, one of the original theorists of postmodernism, Michel Foucault—see his 

 

The
History of Sexuality

 

, Vol. 1, “An Introduction” (trans. Robert Hurley; New York: Vintage, 1978);
Vol. 2, “The Use of Pleasure” (trans. Robert Hurley; New York: Vintage, 1985); and Vol. 3, “The
Care of the Self ” (trans. Robert Hurley; New York: Vintage, 1978–86)—was self-consciously and
ideologically gay.

 

* Peter Jones is professor of New Testament at Westminster Theological Seminary in Califor-
nia, 1725 Bear Valley Parkway, Escondido, CA 92027-4128.

  












