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CrossWalk

Fr. Ted reflects on the impacts 
of global & local charity

when helping hurts

We know you don't 
want to talk about it.

a time to prepare

Meet six of our newest 
members at Christ Church

say hello!
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D E A R  P A R I S H  F A M I L Y ,

Greetings in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
 
During my recent sabbatical I
attended the Anglican Leadership
Institute, a three week conference
with many interesting topics. One of
the most eye-opening segments
included presentations about charity
work both locally and globally. Much
of the information was about the
unintended negative outcomes of the
way much of the world’s charity
work is done, covering the spectrum
from individual efforts and that of
local churches, to non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) and other
global poverty fighting or
development groups to government
aid programs. Several years ago,
some of us on Christ Church’s
Outreach Committee read and
discussed the book Toxic Charity, a
title which aligns with the kind of
information we received at this
conference. For example, we watched
a movie called Poverty, Inc., an eye-
opening, if fairly depressing,
documentary about how world
poverty alleviation and economic 
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development have become big business, and (this is the point)
what a failure it mostly is at accomplishing its stated goals.
Discouraging as this truth is, it is important information and a
landscape we as a parish do well to be aware of, insofar as our
Lord commands us to love and serve one another, especially
our sisters and brothers in need. I would be happy to share
Poverty, Inc. with any Life Group, committee or ministry group
or individual in the congregation interested in having their
consciousness raised about how sometimes, indeed too often,
"helping hurts.”
 
A central theme in all of this is the difference between me
thinking that I am supposed to fix your problem, on the one
hand, versus learning what partnership you seek so that you
yourself can accomplish your own flourishing. As one person
put it, “we often ask how do we alleviate poverty; but the real
question is how do people in the developing world create
prosperity for their families and communities?” When we
think deeply about this, we realize that these are two very
different things.
 
It all makes me want to reflect about our parish’s helping
ministries, whether local or international. Here are a few
thoughts on the positive side…
 
Just before ending my sabbatical, I had the opportunity to have
lunch with Bp. Qampicha of the Diocese of Marsabit in the
Anglican Church of Kenya, our now about six year old
missional partner in the larger Anglican world. Coming off of
the conference, I was eager to probe with him some of the
themes presented to us: was our relationship what it should be
– were we helping or hurting – empowering or making
dependent – listening or just telling, etc. I was relieved and
encouraged that he thought well both of the dynamics and the
results of our partnership. For example, he was very clear that
it would have been a (literally costly) mistake had we directed
our money to pay salaries for the priests in the locations we
have targeted – even though that is a desperate need in those
places! He said simply, “but now that money would be gone.”
Instead, the churches our gifts have built are infrastructure
that will keep producing benefits for years and years (the same
being true of the Guest House constructed last year – the
income will pay salaries for years to come). In addition, it is
important that while our funds make the construction
possible, we don’t go there and build the churches for them –
something that sounds nice, but would just dis-empower
them. We fund it, but they build it with their own hands and
skills, contracting with local vendors for materials, etc.,
creating meaningful work for, by and to the benefit of Kenyan
workers and businesses. And finally, one promise I made to
Qampicha was this, that if ever he thought I was not listening
well to him, to their actual need, he should not hesitate to tell
me. This is a partnership where there is mutual prayer for each 



other, in a friendship in Christ that is genuine. I hope
that our congregation will continue giving generously
each year to the Tree Church Project, for all of these
reasons, and also because it is a ministry in which we
have confidence that our financial support goes directly
and entirely to a bishop and diocese we know personally,
with no administrative overhead whatsoever coming out
of the funds.
 
Closer to home, there are other examples of positive
dynamics in terms of partnership, accountability, and
empowerment in our list of community ministries. The
I-Beam reading program, which is a part of the East
Cooper Faith Network, immediately comes to mind in
that it truly embodies the old, tried and so, so true adage
that says if you give a person a fish they eat for a day,
but if you teach them to fish they can feed themselves
for a lifetime. Members of our congregation are among
many in the community who volunteer one hour a week
during the school year to meet with an elementary
student needing support and encouragement in reading.
There’s a short training meeting in the early fall, then
an assignment in one of our local schools. The
relationship developed with the child is often a deep
blessing to the volunteer, and by reading with a child,
they are “teaching them to fish” and feed themselves for
a lifetime. It is helping that helps, not hurts. If you are
interested in this ministry, contact Jane Emge
(jjemge@gmail.com) or the church office.
 
Another that comes to mind is ECCO (East Cooper
Cooperative Outreach). We make a monthly financial
contribution to ECCO, fill bags for their food pantry a
few times a year, and several of our members are
volunteers there. ECCO has strict policies about
eligibility for its services which help make it a high
accountability organization to support. It also has
multiple services for its clients so that it is not merely a
hand-out service: the whole person is addressed as
much as possible through food support, dental and
medical services, financial literacy training, and more.
 
And much more is happening – come and see! I
commend everyone who is reaching out for the sake of
Christ – trying to help, to listen, to partner, to empower.
By doing so you are fulfilling the vision of Christ Church
– you are going and being disciples: may God bless you!
 
Faithfully,
Fr. Ted



Celebration &
Thanksgiving
We gather today to celebrate the life

and ministry of Edwin Montague

Walker, Father Ed, as he was

affectionately known to most of us. I

was honored to have been asked to

bring the homily for a man who was

not only a friend and brother in Christ,

but who had a profound effect on my

life, as he did for countless others, as

your presence here attests.

 

I must admit that I struggled with

where to begin to describe Ed Walker.

Any mere words I would come up with

seemed inadequate. But it would be

Scripture that would provide the one

word that I think gives us a glimpse

into the life of this incredibly gifted

man: LOVE.

 

One of the ways that was manifested

in his personal life was in his marriage

to Meg for 62 years. Their devotion to

each other was a true example of love

as was the love he had for his children,

his grandchildren, and their families.

He took much delight in sharing the

pictures he had taken of his family

celebrations and the stories behind

them. His most recent family venture

was the trip he and Meg took to Italy

for a family wedding in September. Any

gathering, be it family or friends, was

an opportunity to take pictures; his

camera was always ready.

Then there was Ed's love for learning, demonstrated by

his multiple degrees from among the top schools in the

country, and going on to impart his learning in the

classroom at Vanderbilt and the College of Charleston.

 

We marveled at his intellect, and in most any

conversation, no matter the subject, he could expand

on it...at length! This earned him the beloved nickname

"Ed Talker." Why, if you wanted the answer to a

question, you did not have to google...just ask Ed

Walker. Simply, his love for learning and teaching was

something he never stopped appreciating, which

carried over into his ministry as a parish priest in

Maryland, Florida, and South Carolina, a missionary to

South America, and chaplain to Seafarers from around

the world.

 

Ed left his mark on this diocese, faithfully serving

churches where he either supplied or served, among

them here at Christ Church, and then through his

involvement in Cursillo in South Carolina that began in

1978. He attended Cursillo #1 and continued to

support right up to #188 last month.

 

Many of you are here today because of the impact Ed

Walker had on your spiritual walk in Cursillo. All the

while he also served as spiritual mentor and advisor to

both lay and clergy.

 

On a personal note, I came to know Father Ed Walker

while serving together as chaplains to Seafarers who

come to the port of Charleston from around the world.

He managed to take the time to engage them, often in

their own language. His presence lifted their spirits and

assuaged the pain of being away from family, often for
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up to as much as 10 months at a time. He would often

make them laugh, as in the time he was picking up a

group of seamen from shopping at Walmart and said,

"I have an announcement to make: the Peoples

Republic of China thanks you for shopping at

Walmart." Ed, I can assure you that for a long time to

come, seafarers will come to the center asking for you.

 

He epitomized a pastor, I would observe him minister

to fellow volunteers with health issues, myself

included. He would call, come visit you, and write

notes of encouragement.

 

Upon hearing of Ed's passing, a former volunteer

would email: "My wife and I had to relocate to Florida

to be close to our children due to my deteriorating

health. The last day I was face to face with Ed he said a

prayer for me and shook my hand. As he released his

hand I realized that he had given me his personal palm

tree cross. Nothing has ever been a more powerful

expression of love and caring to me than this event."

 

Ed would manage to minister in this way, in spite of his

own medical issues which had come to be quite

significant, and he could do this with great humor.

Someone asked him recently, "Ed, how are you

feeling?" "Oh," he said, "I am as good as I have ever

been for two hours a day." (Maybe laughter is the best

form of medicine, for Ed would make a comeback,

again and again.)

 

My last conversation with Ed was three weeks ago

today, perhaps one of the most profound

conversations we ever had. I asked him how he

thought it best to introduce Christianity to someone,

short of just passing out a Bible? The reason in asking

dated back to earlier this year when a ship arrived in

port. The captain was from Myanmar, formerly Burma,

and he wanted to thank the ministry for Christmas

gifts his crew had received. Ed took great delight in

helping to organize Christ Church's participation in

"Christmas at Sea."

As a token of appreciation, the captain

gave the ministry a cross, saying he

could see Christ in the giving of gifts.

Interestingly, he was a Buddhist. 

 

Ed responded to my question after

knowing the reason by saying, "Why

don't you give the captain a copy of C.S.

Lewis' classic 'Mere Christianity'

where he makes a case for Christianity

based on love, loving one's neighbor as

oneself." 

 

We too often fail at doing that, which is

why, I think, Ed requested the prayer of

Humble Access be included at the

Eucharist. He once said to me that

every time he read a scripture passage,

he learned something new. Surely, we

can always learn something new in the

giving and receiving of God's love since

we too often fail at loving our neighbor

as ourselves. 

 

In the prayer of Humble Access, we are

reminded that having confessed our

unworthiness, our Lord meets us at His

table in the bread and wine, two

tangible signs of His grace and mercy.

There, He invites all baptized

Christians to come. And after being

fed, we are reminded that we can get

up off our knees, and with His blessing,

to once again go forth into the world to

do the work He has given us to do-to

embody His love. The impact, might be

much the same Ed Walker had on us. 

 

Homily given during the Celebration &
Thanksgiving for the Life of The Reverend

Edwin Walker on November 18, 2019
delivered by Fr. Len Williams.



A BLESSING TO
THE COMMUNITY

Robin Quick  |  robinsquick@gmail.com



The boxes should be stocked with non-perishables that have not expired

including canned goods, toiletries, pet food and baby supplies. As Katie

Dahlheim, the founder of the Lowcountry Blessing Box Project states, "Studies

show adults with food insecurity will skip meals or reduce their portions to

provide for children in their homes as they wait for pay day. Many food

insecure families do not qualify for assistance of food banks, or they are

hesitant to turn to food banks because of the stigma. One 'bad' month can

plunge a household into food insecurity. Lay-offs from work, unexpected car

maintenance, unforeseen medical bills can suddenly force a family to choose

between buying food and paying bills. This is the purpose of Blessing Boxes,

to bridge this gap."

 

As we put the project in place we turned to Men of Christ Church for help

with building the boxes. In all 4 boxes were built: Joe Quick built the box on

the church campus, Andrew Tabor built the box located at The Church of

SeWee Bay in Awendaw, and Paul Hanson built 2, one of which will go on the

Eastside of Charleston and the other in Harleyville. The goal of the Lowcountry

Blessing Box Project is that each box is hosted by a family or organization but

it is kept stocked by the community. It is not the responsibility of the church

staff so please don't ask them in the office about it. Rather, when you drive by

and you notice that it's empty make a note to buy some non-perishables to

place in it next time. 

 

You can follow Lowcountry Blessing Box Project on Facebook to see the need

that exists. With only 3 boxes in Mt Pleasant you might feel led to help. If you

are interested in building a box or hosting one at your home or business the

Project will help direct you.

 

During Summer Fun

Week 2019 the kids

dug into the Bible and

learned what it's all

about. The scripture of

the week was 2

Timothy 4:12 - "Don't let

anyone look down on

you because you are

young, but set an

example for the

believers in speech, in

life, in love, in faith and

in purity." Out of this

great week of Bible

learning and fun, the

outreach project was

to fund and stock

Blessing Boxes for the

Christ Church campus

and the community.

Blessing Boxes are free

food pantries placed

around the

community where

people "leave what

they can, take what

they need" and allows

anonymity for the

people in need. There

are nearly 100 boxes in

the area but very few

in Mt Pleasant so it was

a great opportunity to

educate the kids

attending Summer

Fun Week, and their

parents, about this

great way to "Let us not

love with words and

speech, but with

actions and in truth," 1

John 3:18.



THE REV. DR. JADY KOCH  |  JKOCH@CHRISTCH.ORG

THE GOSPEL AMONG GODS
Of the many reasons Liza and I went to do my doctoral work

in Europe, one of the main ones—other than an affinity for

Luthero-Cranmerian Anglicanism—was the opportunity to

work in a “post-Christian” culture. While the demise of

Christianity in Europe has been overstated, it is certainly the

case that it has lost some of its dominant cultural influence,

and churches all over Europe are being transformed into

restaurants, stores, art-galleries, and the like. So, when I was

first ordained and began holding services in the 5,000+

seat Marienkirche in the heart of Berlin, I was not surprised

that we averaged a robust 20 people a week. Fascinatingly,

despite reports of rampant atheism, the religious impulse in

Europe has not been eliminated, but the vacuum left by

Christianity has been filled by a return to a highly fluid,

individualized “spirituality.” 

 

This phenomenon is reflected in contemporary life in the U.S.,

as well, even though we are not considered to be a post-

Christian society.

 

For my money, the best treatment of this in a non-explicitly

theological setting is from the late (great) David Foster

Wallace—author of the colossal and hilarious Infinite Jest—

who nailed this insight in his famous 2005 commencement

address at Kenyon when he wrote: In the day-to-day trenches

of adult life, there is actually no such thing as atheism. There

is no such thing as not worshipping. Everybody worships. The

only choice we get is what to worship. And an outstanding

reason for choosing some sort of God or spiritual-type thing

to worship — be it J.C. or Allah, be it Yahweh or the Wiccan

mother-goddess or the Four Noble Truths or some infrangible

set of ethical principles — is that pretty much anything else

you worship will eat you alive. If you worship money and

things — if they are where you tap real meaning in life — then

you will never have enough. Never feel you have enough. It’s

the truth. Worship your own body and beauty and sexual

allure and   you will always feel ugly, and when time and age

start showing, you will die a million  deaths before they finally

plant you. On one level, we all know this stuff already — it’s

been codified as myths, proverbs, clichés, bromides,

epigrams, parables: the skeleton of every great story. The

trick is keeping the truth up-front in daily consciousness.

Worship power — you will feel weak and afraid, and you will

need ever more power over others to keep the fear at bay.

Worship your intellect, being seen as smart — you will end up

feeling stupid, a fraud, always on the verge of being found

out. And so on.
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R Wallace is exposing the inherent religiosity

that lies at the heart of the human

condition, and the tragedy of looking for

ultimate meaning among penultimate

realities. According to the Bible (c.f. Rom

1), whether people consider themselves

religious or secular, Jew or Gentile, we all

worship something. As prescient as

Wallace’s diagnosis was here, he was

ALMOST right. When he writes, “. . . an

outstanding reason for choosing some

sort of God or spiritual-type thing to

worship,” is a good idea because, “. . .

pretty much anything else you worship will

eat you alive,” he has missed the all-

important distinction between god and

the Gospel.         

 

Christians came into being not because

of an experience with god. In the ancient

world, as is the case today, there were no

shortages of temples, cults, movements,

philosophies, and the like all claiming

divine warrant for your membership,

money, and time. Christians were people

who had the message of Jesus and his life

of mercy laid down for sinners supplant all

thoughts of “god.” God, for Christians,

was not distant, silent, or mercurial, but

defined by his action on their behalf. This

is the content of the early Christian

preaching, the exposition of the early

apostles and evangelists, and remains the

core to the message that we endeavor to

proclaim week in and week out at

Christ Church: 

 

And when the Pharisees saw this, they

said to his disciples, “Why does your

teacher eat with tax collectors and

sinners?” But when he heard it, he said,

“Those who are well have no need of a

physician, but those who are sick. Go and

learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and

not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the

righteous, but sinners.” (Matthew 9:11-

13 ESV)
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A Time to Prepare
Since I joined the Christ Church Staff
as Pastoral Associate a year ago, I
have conducted or participated in the
funerals of eight parishioners or
their family members. Each time,
I’m struck by the deep sadness of
those who have lost a loved one and I
share their sorrow. At the same time,
I’m struck by the truth that Our
Creator never intended for death to
occur. Dying was never part of His
original blueprint for any living
creature on earth, especially
humans, whom He created for
Himself to love. His love was so great
that He set into motion the plan of
salvation which was designed to
restore His broken creation. The plan
was for His Son, the Second Person
of the Trinity, to leave the glories of
Heaven, become a human baby, grow
up, and die on the cross for all of
humanity. His Father demonstrated
that He accepted Jesus’ sacrifice by
raising Him from the dead and
seating Him at His right hand in
Heaven. Jesus’ sacrifice resulted in
the death of death. Death is no
longer the endgame for those who
trust in Jesus’ shed blood for them.
 
 

D E A C O N  J O Y C E  H A R D E R
J H A R D E R @ C H R I S T C H . O R G

I’m ALWAYS grateful to be able to assure grieving family
members of what St. Paul teaches us in 1 Thessalonians 4:13,
and that is while followers of Christ certainly grieve, we do not
grieve as those in the world who have no hope of the
Resurrection. For us Christians, it’s simply a matter of time
before we will be reunited with our loved ones in Heaven, and
when Jesus returns to earth and restores creation, we will all
receive splendid new bodies that will never get sick, never be
sad, and will never die. Our new bodies will be just like Jesus’
new, radiant, resurrected body.
 
Our hope of glory notwithstanding, we are still bound to this
earth where human bodies die and where funerals must be
planned. As Pastoral Associate, I oversee our Bereavement
Ministry, and I am led to make the funeral planning process as
seamless as possible. Many folks don’t like to plan funerals
ahead because the contemplation of dying is distressing or their
families don’t want to talk about it, but I can tell you that taking
the planning of your funeral off the plate of your distressed
loved ones who will be wracked with shock and grief over losing
you will be a GIFT to them. It’s a very loving thing to do.
 
I encourage you to take steps now to get your funeral plans on
paper, giving copies to Christ Church and to family members. Be
sure to place a copy among your important papers. Christ
Church has a Funeral Planning Form online. Go to our website at
ChristCh.org/funerals and download the form. Print and
complete the form, save it, and send to me at
jharder@christch.org or turn into the Church Office.
 

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.



Other ways that you can bless your loved ones is to have all your
appropriate documents completed and accessible. These include
your will and all Advance Directives concerning end-of-life medical
care. The best way to draft a will is with the counsel of an estate
planning attorney. Forms are also available online but be aware that
you risk making errors by drafting the will on your own.
 
South Carolina law provides for two Advance Directives. The first is a
Living Will in which you can express your wishes regarding the use or
withholding of life-sustaining procedures. The second is a Health Care
Power of Attorney, which designates your choice of a person to make
decisions on your behalf about your medical care in the event
you become incapacitated. You can download these forms from the
South Carolina Bar’s website at scbar.org/public/get-legal-help/free-
forms-and-publications. They will require notarization, and both Kim
Banks and I are notaries.
 
A third form that many include with their Advance Directives is a Do
Not Resuscitate Form (DNR), which is a medical order written by a
doctor for terminal patients. Based on the patient’s previous written
wishes, it instructs health care providers not to perform
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) if a patient's breathing stops or if
the patient's heart stops beating. You can download a form for South
Carolina at scdhec.gov/ems-protocols-forms > DNR Form 3462 .
 
 

Finally, I commend to you the
Five Wishes Living Will
(www.fivewishes.org). This is a
comprehensive Advance Directive
Form that incorporates all of the
forms cited above into a single
master document. This document
helps you express your personal,
emotional, and spiritual needs to
your family in addition to your
medical wishes, and it greatly
simplifies getting your affairs in
order now. In short, it’s a gentle
starter of a conversation some
families avoid, and it can help
minimize anxiety that sometimes
results from such a conversation.
 
As Christians, we can continue to
rejoice that Jesus CONQUERED
death and is ever- present to
comfort us in our loss until we see
Him and our loved ones on the
other side.
 

“O death, where is your victory? O death,

where is your sting?” The sting of death is

sin, and the power of sin is the law. But

thanks be to God, who gives us the victory

through our Lord Jesus Christ.

1  C O R I N T H I A N S  1 5 : 5 5 - 5 7



Christmas
8am Historic Worship - Rite I in the Historic Church

9am Contemporary Worship in the Parish Hall

11am Christmas Pageant - Rite II in the Church

 

DECEMBER 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE

Musical offering by the Praise Band

Children's Ministry will provide nursery and 

Christ Church Kids program during the service

10:30PM - HISTORIC CHURCH

 

A T  C H R I S T  C H U R C H

CHRISTCH.ORG

DECEMBER 22- ADVENT 4

6:30PM - CHURCH

Musical offering by the Choir

Children's Ministry will provide nursery FOR 6 WEEKS - 2K

DECEMBER 25 - CHRISTMAS DAY

10AM - HISTORIC CHURCH

 

4PM - CHURCH



CAMERON & 
THE SALTWATER BRASS

Ring in the new year with

Friday, January 3  |  Parish Hall
5:30 - 6:30pm Social Hour
6:30 - 8pm Live Music

Adults $20
Students $15
 

Join us as we “Ring in the New Year” with Cameron & the
Saltwater Brass on Friday, January 3.Doors open at 5:30 with a
hospitality hour until 6:30 offering appetizers and beverages.
Live jazz music follows from 6:30-8 pm. Tickets are limited to
150. Get your tickets soon as they are almost sold out!



MARRIAGE
ENRICHMENT

A NEW INITIATIVE AT CHRIST CHURCH

 

 

Deacon Joyce Harder  |  jharder@christch.org

Last spring, Dr. Jady Koch introduced Fr. Ted and
me to an internationally acclaimed marriage
program called PREPARE/ENRICH. This
outstanding program is designed for marriage
preparation (for engaged couples or those thinking
about marriage) and marriage enrichment (for
couples who are already married).
 
The basis of the program is a scientific online
assessment taken by the couple at home that
results in an amazing portrait of the couple’s
relationship, including beliefs and attitudes about
various aspects of the marriage. A trained
Facilitator receives the results via e-mail and
interprets and discusses them with the couple.
 
This past fall, my husband, Howard, and I led a
course on Wednesday nights which was based on
the Prepare/Enrich assessment. Eight couples
participated and took their assessments prior to
the beginning of the course. As a trained
Facilitator, I alone received the couples’ results and
gave them to the respective couples. We were all
amazed that the neutral, empirical data provided
each couple a springboard for candid, enlightening,
strife-free discussion, which was guided by the
accompanying workbook exercises. With the help
of the Holy Spirit, couples who began the course in
conflict ended the program with a much greater
sense of mutual understanding, harmony, and a
renewed commitment toward their spouse and 

marriage. Underlying the use of the assessment in
our course was a biblical foundation of God’s design
for and empowerment of a loving marriage.
 
The course’s positive outcome has inspired the
creation of a new opportunity for couples at Christ
Church to strengthen their marriages. First, as
part of Christ Church’s pre-marital counseling for
engaged couples, Fr. Ted and Dr. Koch have begun
to require that all couples whom they marry will
take the PREPARE/ENRICH Assessment early in
the counseling process. This will provide a solid
understanding of their strengths as a couple as
well as the growth areas they need to be aware of.
 
Secondly, married couples in the church are invited
and encouraged to take the online assessment at
home, then come in to my office to discuss the
results. From there, as directed by the Holy Spirit, I
will be able to set up a sort of triage, if warranted.
I can minister to the couple myself over several
sessions, or recommend that they see Fr. Ted
and/or Dr. Koch. If professional counseling appears
to be in order, we will refer the couple to trusted
local counseling practices.
 
Please contact me via email or text at
843.452.6083 if you are interested in taking
advantage of this home-building opportunity.



OYSTER 
ROAST

S U N D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  9   
1 - 4 P M

O A K L A N D  P L A N T A T I O N

MEN OF  CHRIST  CHURCH ANNUAL

Chi l i ,  Hot  Dogs  &  Dr inks
+  L ive  Enter ta inment  +

 
Adu l t  T i ckets  ( 13  and  o lder )  $25

Day of  $30
$10  Adu l t  Beverage  Wr i s tband

 ID  Requ i red  at  Event
 

Chi ld  T icket  (6 - 12 )  $6
Ages  5  and  under  F ree

 
No pets  or  outs ide  coo lers

 
*t i ckets  ava i lab le  beg inn ing  in  January



I T 'S  GREAT  TO  COME  HOME

To people that know me already at Christ
Church I have been joking around. Saying
“you can’t get rid of me”, but really it has
been a wonderful home coming. I first
stepped foot on campus approximately 15
years ago as a photographer’s assistant. I
was the one in charge of getting the little
ones to sit still, smile, laugh or at least look
somewhat happy to be having their picture
taken. At the time Ellen Nietert was a new
director of the Day School and her youngest,
Jackson, all of four years old was the
unofficial tour guide. I was impressed and
four years later when I needed a better
balance between work and being a mom I
called her up. I had always been around
children, they have my heart. I have always
found it second nature to teach and to learn
from them. As an assistant in the threes
class I met some of the best families,
watched some amazing kids grow and made
some of my best friends in the teachers I
worked with. I was in the threes class for
seven years, took a year off and then got
called “home” for the first time. I worked in
the fours class for two years under the
sweetest, “old school” teacher. Yes, Pat
Graham, I learned my best tricks from you! 
 
During these years my family and I attended
church at St. Andrews. I was a regular
volunteer in the nursery and when an early
childhood team leader position opened up I
felt it was time once again to grow in
another direction. I really feel that the 
 

positions we hold and the people we meet and learn from along the way
make us who we are and ready us for our next steps. I have been learning to
follow God’s voice and follow the path he laid out for me. So when my dear
friends from Christ Church Day School called and said their church needed
someone…well I decided it was time to go home!
 
My family and I have been welcomed with open arms and I truly appreciate
that. “My boys” as I call them are really three men. My husband of 23 years,
Rick. Jacob, a college sophomore at Winthrop and Louis, a sophomore at
Academic Magnet.  I have plenty of extended family in the area including my
parents and we recently moved Rick's parents to the area. Life is full and
busy and I am happy to be here. 
 
I am energized and excited to meet the children of our community and their
families. I have met a lot of the Christ Church Kids families already but there
are new faces all the time in children's ministry! I like to have a lot of fun
when I teach but I realize the importance of a little structure. We have a fun,
new space to meet in and worship. Praise Place and The Zone kids meet
together for the initial greeting, prayer and lesson. Sometimes it will be a
skit or interactive teaching, sometimes a story. After that they separate to
different areas with their own teacher to process the lesson in an age
appropriate way. We finish our time together with a craft or game based on
the lesson of the day. Kid’s Church and Children’s Discipleship have similar
structure but with different lessons.
 
I look forward to meeting all of you! Don’t hesitate to stop by and see what
we are up to in Children’s Ministry.
 
 

SARAH  F ISHER ,  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN 'S  MINISTRY

SF ISHER@CHRISTCH .ORG



ACOLYTES • ALTAR GUILD • ARCHIVES &
HISTORY • BEREAVEMENT • BLANKETS •
BLOOD DRIVES • BUILDING & GROUNDS •
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP • CEMETERY •

CHAPLAIN VISITORS • CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
• CHOIR • CHRIST CHURCH WOMEN •

COMMUNICATIONS • CONTEMPORARY
MUSIC • CURSILLO • CHURCH ON THE MOVE
• DAUGHTERS OF THE KING • FIX IT FORUM •

FLOWER GUILD • FINANCE • GREETERS •
HAITI PARTNERSHIP • HALOS • IBEAM • LAY

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS • LAY
EUCHARISTIC VISITORS • LIFE GROUPS • 

MAMA MEALS • MEALS ON WHEELS • MEN
OF CHRIST CHURCH • MEN'S PRAYER

BREAKFAST • MUSIC • OFFICE VOLUNTEERS
• OUTREACH • PASTORAL CARE MEALS •

PRAYER MINISTRY • SAINTS ALIVE •
SEAFARERS MINISTRY • STEPHEN MINISTRY
• STEWARDSHIP • TREE CHURCH PROJECT •
USHERS • VESTRY • WELCOMING • YOUNG

MOTHERS' BIBLE STUDY • WEDNESDAY
WOMEN BIBLE STUDY • YOUTH & COLLEGE

GET
INVOLVED.
THERE IS A MINISTRY AT CHRIST
CHURCH LOOKING FOR YOU. 
 
FIND THE RIGHT FIT AT CHRISTCH.ORG.



say
 
Put a name to a face. Meet some of our
newest members at Christ Church.



When I walked into

Christ Church for the

first time in 2018, I was

immediately struck by

the light and joy on

people’s faces, from the

people who greeted me

warmly at the door to

the people surrounding

me in the pew. Then

that glorious choir

cranked up, Father Ted

delivered an energetic

and accessible sermon

to which I could actually

relate, the prayers that

everyone said together

were so meaningful, the

people around me

introduced themselves

during The Peace

handshake (welcoming

me, the visitor), during

the announcements I

heard about all of the

church’s ministries (so

many opportunities to

live one’s faith), and

after Dismissal I was

warmly greeted once

again on my way out.

Clearly, this was a

congregation immersed

in and honoring the

righteousness of God.

Soon after, I became a

member of that

congregation.

Christ Church offers us so many

opportunities to mature in my

faith. Last year, I began attending

the Sunday morning discipleship

classes and participated in this

fall's “Christianity Explored”

classes with Dr. Koch.  I’m looking

for strength in a world that is

increasingly ignorant of or even

hostile to the word of God.

Already, I’ve learned much about

the foundations of the Anglican

faith, which sustains me. I’ve

packed meals with the Meals on

Wheels gang on Saturday mornings

and I’ve helped the Christ Church

women with receptions. I’ve joined

a Life Group, which gives me a

smaller community of fellow

believers with whom to explore

faith and support or be supported.

At Father Ted’s request, I’ve

written some reflections for a

church publication. This kind of

engagement, this is what I was

looking for, so I’m very grateful

that God has led me to this faith

and this church.

 

Being a member of this

congregation is a gift and a

responsibility, and that’s just what

I was searching for when I walked

into the sanctuary on Labor Day

weekend 2018.

 

Lindy Carter



We moved to Mt Pleasant from Sun Valley, a tiny ski town high in the

mountains of Idaho. We left our small Episcopal church in which we were

heavily involved. Why? The one word answer is age. Life at 6,200 feet high in

the mountains was our dream when we were young and very active.

Unfortunately the deep snow we treasured for skiing became more than we

could cope with. We loved our year round active mountain life, our friends of

30 years and our beloved St Thomas Episcopal  Church. The church was

central to our lives. Very difficult to think of leaving. But as our children

assured us, we were not getting any younger and it was time move on. The

question of where was decided when our granddaughter, Hailey, moved to

Charleston, graduated from College of Charleston, got a job, bought a house

and got married. She then persuaded her parents (our daughter, Juli, and her

husband, Philip) to move to Mt.Pleasant. Thus precipitating a full court press

to persuade us to move here as well. What is not to love and enjoy in this

beautiful area? While visiting we stumbled on Chris Church, via the Internet,

and attended the Historic Church for an Ash Wednesday Service. We fell in

love with the history, the building, the service and most of all the people.

Thank you all for being so welcoming. We feel blessed to have found you.

 

 

Judy & David

Harrison

My husband and I joined Christ Church last fall

and have loved being part of the Christ Church

family ever since then. It’s been a place of

comfort and inspiration for us. The entire staff

has been welcoming, warm and open. I had just

had my second daughter when we joined and we

are so happy that she was baptized there. Both

Father Ted and Dr. Koch always leave me with a

sense of renewed spirit after Sunday services. It

is their sermons and the people of the church

who drew us to Christ Church initially. They’re

not afraid to take on tough issues in an

increasingly polarized world. And they are

incredibly knowledgeable of the Bible making

their sermons very sticky. I often find myself

reflecting on them long after I’ve left the pews.

 

Cheers, 

Xan

Alexandra & Brandon Miller



When we came to Christ Church we were walking

“the long last mile” with my beautiful 93-year-old

mother. She was living in a lovely, small, caring

facility called “The Pearl” in Greenville with the

two of us in Mt. Pleasant. On that first Sunday

entering the doors of Christ Church was a

soothing balm to our hearts, souls and to the

Holy Spirit within us. The music was so restoring

and the solo that was sung that morning was “It

Is Well With My Soul,” a song I had heard my

mother sing many times. That day and every

Sunday since then a song, scripture or word has

spoken to us clearly and we have heard Christ.

The loving arms of Christ Church have opened

many times to comfort, encourage and give us

love, from watching our sweet grandchildren

experience the dynamic “Summer Fun Week” to

the welcoming camaraderie of Bowling with

MOCC and all that has been in between Christ

has blessed us greatly. Truly we have come to

love and appreciate the wonderful home and

family we have at Christ Church Mt. Pleasant.

Joyce & Joe Towson

Rejoice in the Lord always! Again I will say Rejoice!

Let your gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord

is near. Philippians 4: 4-5      

             

Love in Christ,           

Joyce and Joe

We became members of Christ Church a little over a year and a half

ago, and it’s been one of the best decisions we have ever made. When

we started looking for a new church home there were several things

that were important to us. First the church had to be biblical, where

God’s word was the final truth and there would be no secular

interpretations. It had to have a great clergy, be friendly, provide

opportunities for spiritual growth as well as service, and be actively

reaching out to share the good news of Jesus Christ. We found all this

to be true of Christ Church. We are slowly getting involved in different

areas. (Saints Alive, Sunday School, Men’s group, Bible study). We are

so thankful to be a part of one of the church’s life groups. Our life

group has become family to us. We look forward to new areas of

service as well as the Wednesday night worship and study. Thank you

all for welcoming us to Christ Church. It is truly a special place. 
Dewise & Ralph Bailey



When we retired and moved to Mount Pleasant three years ago,

one of the first things to take care of was finding a new church

family. Ironically, at the same time I was asked to write this article, I

was reminded by Rick Warren’s “Daily Hope” that our lasting

identity comes from relationships with God’s family. That’s exactly

how I have felt my whole life ... God’s family has been so dear to

me.  And so we started our quest again (having moved 22 times) by

visiting several churches to find our new church family. We were

drawn to Christ Church through the meaningful traditions of the

Anglican Church - reciting the Nicene Creed, kneeling to pray,

weekly communion - all as one church family (a bit different from

our Southern Baptist background).  Beyond these traditions, the

choir and organ music were beautiful. Having sung in church choirs

most of my life, I felt a “call” to join. It has been such a blessing to

be part of this group and to feel that we can make a contribution to

the worship experience (with the added bonus of singing at

Carnegie Hall this year!!)Some time later, I joined a ladies’ Life

Group. We meet once a month to study/discuss an inspirational

book and share prayer concerns. We have also assisted in

decorating the church at Easter and Christmas. Additionally, we

participated in the recent HALO project providing much-needed

school supplies to children in the community.  There are so many

opportunities to volunteer at Christ Church from a simple

preparation of food for someone just home from the hospital to

washing the tablecloths following a reception. Each time I have

helped with these volunteer opportunities, I’ve met new people.

 And, oh yes, one of the nicest traditions at Christ Church is that

everyone wears a name tag. You have no idea how wonderful that is

for newcomers!!Building relationships with the ladies’ group, the

choir members, and meeting new people through volunteer

opportunities has been an emotional support and given me a new

church family.  About the only thing I miss now is a good old Baptist

“dunking in the water” baptism.

Vickie Corbitt
(Husband, Nathan, not pictured)



get connected on the hub

christch.org/hub

Information.
Registration.

All in one place.



2304 Highway 17 North
Mt Pleasant, SC 29466
843.884.9090
www.christch.org


